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ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYGLA

S fpnarins of Loyoefa was the lounder of the Society ol
Jesus. He was born in 1491 A D. Spain. He was the
voungest of 13 children, He wazs trained (o armsind to the
etigquette of court life. He was much addicted to gambling,
very contentious and not aboave engaong mosword play on
pecasion. AL the age of 30 an May 1321, e tound himselt
ps an officer defending the fortress of the town of
Pamplona against the French, who claimed the terntory as
their own against Spain. He got himself enlisted in the
border war with France and was badly wounded in a hattle
when a ¢annon ball struck him, wounding one leg and
breaking the other, Because they admired his courage, the
French soldiers carned him back to recuperate af his

home, the casile of Loyvola, rather than to prisan

Diirmng the long weeks of his recuperation, he read a copy
of the life of Christ and a book on the samts. After
reading and thinking of the saints and Christ, he was at
peace and satisfied. For ten myonths, he staved in-a cave
outside a town called Manresa where he spent hours each
day in praver and also worked in a hospice. 10 was while
here that the ideas for what He had a vizsion which is
regarded as the most significant in his life, The vision was
more of enlightenment. an experience that enabled him 1o
find God in all things, He founded the Society of Jesus in
1541 A.D.

He took Master's Degree from the Sorborne University,
Pans, He died 1n 1556 A D,

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

51, Francic Xavier was born on 07,04, 1506 at Navarra,
Spain. He praduoated leome the University of Paris and
later became a professor in the same University. Metl S0
[gnatius of Lovola in the University campus in Paris and
ratsed gquestions aboul the ultimate am of homan life. He

became one of the Founders of the Society of Jesus,

He reached Goa, India on 06:05.15342. From 1342, he
traversed the length and breadih of the coastal regions ol
Tamil Nadu to share the “Good News™. He passed away
on 03,12, 1552 at Sancian Tsland while journeyving towards
China. His body was brought to Goa on 16.31.1554, He
wits canonized on 12.31.1622. Even today his body 1s kept

incorrupt in God and venerated by millions of devotees.
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It is an honour for us to be collecting these snippets of seventy-five years of
stories, memories and ideas that have shaped generations of Xaverians.

As 5t Xavier's School celebrates its seventy-fifth aniversary, we remember
the legacy that has lasted through ages and lived through histories. A legacy
built not only through classrooms and hallways, but also through the
countless footsteps that have passed through them.

This special edition is our attempt to pause and look back while also looking

forward. Through reflections, interviews, memories and glimpses into school

life, we hope to capture a small part of what makes the Xaverian experience
so enduring. These pages celebrate a legacy that belongs to all of us.

Being a part of this legacy, even in the small role of writing and designing its
pages, has been an incredible experience. Putting together a magazine 1s 1ts
own kind of craft. Finding where each story belongs, marking the pages and
making words and images share the same space, sometimes even wrestling
with a page until it feels right. There are moments of guessing, of rearranging
and starting over, but somewhere between these pages, we created
something that is perhaps bigger than ourselves in the history of 5t. Xavier's.

As students, we may only be a chapter in a story that started long before us,
but we hope that these pages preserve not only who we are and what we
represent, but also carry the stories and cultures that will shape us, no matter
where we go. S0, we invite you to turn these pages, not as a reader, but as a
part of the story.

To seventy-five years and much more to come!
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Aupust 24, 2026

Congratulatory Message

It is & matter of great honor and privilege to extend my sincere congratulations and best wishes
to 5t. Xavier's School, Jawalakhed, on the momentous occasion of its 75™ Anniversary.

Established In 1951 at Godavari and subsequently extending its educational presence to
lawzlakhel in 1954, 5t. Xavier's School has completed an inspiring joumey of seven and a half
decades. During this period, the institution has made a significant contribution to the
development of education in Nepal through its emphasis on academic excellence, discipline,
character formation, human values, and service to society.

As an Institution that has been an integral part of Lalitpur for more than seven decades, 5t
Xavier's has made 2 meaningful contribution to the educational and soclal fabric of the city. its
enduring commitment to guality education and the holistic development of students has
earned it a distinguished place in Nepal's educational history.

The 75™ Anniversary Is an important occasion to acknowledge the dedication and contributions
of the Jesuit Fathers, administrators, teachers, staff, students, parents, alumni, and all those
whao have contributed to the school's distinguished legacy. The commemarative publication will
serve a3 a valuable record of its rich heritage and remarkable journay.

On behalf of Lalitpur Metropolitan City and on my own behalf, | extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the entire 5t. Xavier's Schoaol family, | am confident that the institution will
continue to uphold its cherished values and contribute meaningfully to the development of
responsible, compassionate, and capable citizens.

| wish 5t. Xavier's School, Jawalakhel continued success, excellence, and progress in the years
ahead,

Yours truly,
Chiri Ba harjan
Mayar
Tt ATT-01-50A 0006, Far | B7T-1-5553865, - Emall: infodiime gov np, YWabaimm wees mc.poy ng
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BEST WISHES

It gives me immense pleasure 1o extend my warmest congratulations and best wishes to St Xavier's School,

Casdawari and Jawalakhel on the publication of the commemorative booklet marking the 73th Anniversary of
the School,

Seventy-five years is a remarkable milestone and a testament 10 the institution’s enduring commitment 10
quality education, discipline, character building, and ihe development of responsible and compassionale
citizens, Theoughout its long and distinguished journey, St Xavier's School has made a meaningfil
contribugion 1o the educational and social development of our society

This commemorative publication i not only o rellection of the school's rich history and achievements, bul
alio a valuable plaiferm for siudents io express their creativity, idens and aspirations. The inclusion of poems,
stories, articles and other creative works by students makes this publication even more meaningful, as it
ENCOUrEes Young minds io explore their 1alents, build confidence and share thelr perspectives.

O this historic occasion, | commend the school adminisimtion, teschers, suders, parents, slumni and
evervone imvelved in bringsng this publication te Hie | am conlident that this commemorative boak will make
this special occasion even more menomble and preserve the spivit and achievements of ihe schoal o
gi‘.'ru.ﬂljnm I cOme

I extend my sincere congratulations and best wishes to the entire 51. Xavier's School family on this proud
milesione. May the institution confinue lo nspire generfions ol studems and achieve greater excellence in the
yenrs ahead,

Congratulations on the 75th Anniversary, and my very besy wishes for continued success and excellence,

Best Regards,

Godawari Municipality, Laliipur

Ph. 01-557 2502
wers godawanimunlofpur.goy.np



FROM THE
PROVINCIAL

I am glad that 5t. Xavier's School is publishing a
souvenir magazine to mark the historic milestone of
the school reaching seventy-five years of its
existence. It is a time to look at the beginnings to
reminisce all blessings received, the conception of
its momentous journey when Fr Marshal Moran
secured the Jawalakhel property, the presence of
the first students who arrived from Gedavan on
foot with Fr Downing on 7 September 1954, and
the commencement of classes on 8 September
1954.

We recount the blessings of magnificent buildings
built to accommodate the growing number of
students, the change curriculum to Nepal's
Educational System from that of Senior Cambridge
in 1971, and the entry of female students in 2000.
We graciously remember the sacrifices of the
founders Fr Marshal Moran, Fr Downing, Fr E.J.
Niesen, and the principals who guided this blessed
nstitution.

As 5t, Xavier's School, Jawalekhel continues its
inventiveness in  providing outstanding  Jesuit
education in Nepal, | pray that God may continue
to bless this hallowed institution.

Fr Shajumon Chakkalakkal, 5.7,
Provincial,
Darjeeling-Nepal Jesuit Province



FROM THE
SUPERIOR OF §X]

As we celebrate this Jubilee, we reflect
with gratitude on the growth of Jesuit
education in Nepal like a seed planted in
[ertile soil, growing steadily into a tree of
wisdom and service that offers shade to

all, especially the marginalized.

Our mission has shaped minds and hearts,
passing on the wvalues of compassion,
integrity, and  excellence, through
generations. It is akin to a flame passed
from one candle to the next, spreading
light across communities and inspiring
countless lives within and outside the
country.

Jesuit institutions in Nepal have remained
steadfast  through change, forming
intellectually  competent  individuals
grounded in justice, faith, and service, all
while staying true 1o the lgnatian spirit.

Our education unites tradition with
mnovation, guiding youth to serve others
and inspinng a renewed commitment to
educate, uplift, and transform for the
greater glory of God.

God bless us!
Fr Dr. Boby Joseph, S.J.

Superior
St. Xavier's School, Jawalakhel
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FROM THE

COF SXiG

In early 1990, as | departed for Nepal, 1
wept bitterly while embracing my father
and mother. 1 was overwhelmed by a
strong sense that [ might never return
home. My family members did their
utmost to comfort me, reminding me that
Nepal is a neighbouring country to India,
that travel between the two nations is
unrestricted, and that [ could return at
any tme. Despite their reassurances, |
remained inconsolable,

| recall a conversation with the late Fr
Gene Watrin, who shared that when he
left America for Nepal, he too believed he
might never return home. After spending
twenty years in Nepal, he visited America
for the first ime and found himself a
stranger in his own hometown and
among his family.

Both the nation and its people had
transformed over time, a shift deeply felt
by the [ounding fathers and early pioneers
who first established the schools in
Godavan and Jawalakhel.

They arrived in Nepal convinced they
were making it their new home, and that
their relatives and frends would now be
the people of Nepal.

As  we
Anniversary

the 75th
Xaviers, we

commemaorate
of S
honour the unwaverning dedication
and commitment of all the Jesuits
whao served in this land, as well as the

teachers and staff who worked
atongside them, embracing the vision
and mission of S5t Xavier's as their
CHETI.

We also celebrate the trust and faith
of the parents who believed in the
education provided by these fathers,
confident that it would help their

children become not only
academically competent but  also
conscious, compassionate, and

committed individuals—persons  lor
and with others, and people who will
“live for God and lead for Nepal.”



The success and legacy of any educational
mstitution are measured not solely by academic
outcomes, but by the impact that education has on
students and the indiiduals they become within
society

We can take pride in the fact that X¥avienans from
both schools have consistently demonstrated their
commitment to Nepal, olten declining lucrative
opportunities abroad to remain and contribute to
their homeland.

Numerous Xavierians serve in the Nepal Army and
Mepal Police, and as doctors, engineers, social
workers, journalists, activists, entrepreneurs, and
even politicians.

This extensive involvement attesis to the enduring
value of the education provided by St. Xavier's.
Therefore, | hope the spirit and legacy of St
Xavier's and the Jesuits will continue to inspire
future generations to be persons for and with
others, and to live for Nepal and lead for Nepal.

Fr George PM., S.J.

Superior
St. Xavier's School, Godavari




FROM THE
PRINCIPAL OF SX]

Dear Parents, Students, Alumni members, all well-
wishers and benefactonrs,

It 15 with a heart full of profound gratitude and
immense pride that [ welcome you to this special
souvenir magazine, commemorating the historic
seventy-filth anniversary of 5t. Xavier’s School,

For seven and a half decades, this institution has
stood as a beacon of excellence, shaping not only
the minds of young individuals but also the very
fabric of modern Nepal.

Honouring Our Roots: The Pioneering Amerncan
Jesuits, Our joumney began in 1951, a pivotal yvear
in Mepal's history. Invited by King Trbhuvan at the
dawn of democracy, Father Marshall D. Moran and
a dedicated band of Amerncan Jesuils stepped
onte Nepalese soil. They brought with them a
vision that went far bevond traditional schooling.

Under the timeless motto, “Live for God and Lead
for Nepal," these pioneers established a foundation
of academic ngour, character formation, and deep
civic  responsibility,.  They nawvigated untold
infrastructural and cultural challenges, driven
solely by a desire to serve the vouth of this
beautiful nation.

A Legacy of Progress: From 1951 o the present
what started as a single spark has transformed into
a sweeping flame of educational reform. Over the
past seventy five years, the Jesuit mission in Nepal
has grown and adapted to meet the changing
needs of our society.

o

Expanding Horizons: From
our humble beginnings, the
Jesuit mission expanded into
higher education through St.
Xavier's College and extended
its reach far beyond the
Kathmandu Valley into the
rural heartlands and eastern
regions of Nepal.

[nclusivity and Adaptation:
We from an
exclusive residential  school
nto a vibrant, co-educational
day school, reflecting the
democratic and inclusive
1deals of modem Nepal.

transformed

Holistic Excellence: We
transitionad from rote leaming
to fostering the "Four Cs"—
Competence, Conscience,
Compassion, and Commitment
— ensuring that our students
excel in both intellect and
character.




The true measure of our seventy-five-year journey
lies in the impact our alumni have made both
across the globe and within our own borders. St
Xavier's has been a crucible for nation-building.
Our graduates have gone on to serve and lead
Nepal as statesmen, visionary entrepreneurs,
groundbreaking  scientists, dedicated doctors,
compassionate soctal workers, and pnhncipled
public servants.

By introducing holistic development, critical
thinking, and a robust co-curnicular culture, the
Jesuits fundamentally elevated the standards of
education natonwide, inspiring both the private
and public sectors to strive for higher goals.

We are deeply humbled to be an inseparable
chapter in Nepal's educational and social history.
This milestone 18 not ours alone. It belongs 1o
generations of dedicated Jesuit Fathers and
Scholastics, our passionate teachers, our
hardworking support staff, our collaborative
parents, and our brlliam students. We owe a
profound debt of gratitude to the Government of
Nepal and the local community for their
unwavenng trust and companionship throughout
these seven decades.

As we turn the page toward the next chapter, let us
renew our pledge o be men and women for
others, Let us continue to break barriers, bridge
divides, and ignite minds for a brighter and more
equitable Nepal.

Muay God bless 5t Xawner's School,
arwd may our light continue to shine brightly!

Fr Leo Alphonse Raj, 5.1.
Principal
5t. Xavier's School, Jawalakhel



FROM THE

As 5t. Xavier's celebrates seventy-five years of
service in Nepal, from 1951 to 2026, we stand with
hearts filled with gratitude, pnde, and hope. This
75th Anniversary of St. Xavier's School is not
merely a celebration of tme; it is a celebration of a
living legacv—a legacy shaped by faith, excellence,
sacrifice, and an unwavenng commiiment 1o the
people of Nepal.

The theme of this Jubilee year, "Building Bridges,
Shaping Lives," beautifully expresses the heart of
our journey. For 75 years, St Xavier's has built
bridges between faith and knowledge, tradition
and innovation, school and society, and
generations of people who have shared in this
missicn. These bridges have connected minds and
heans, openad doors of opponunity, and enabled
us to reach out to people from every walk of life.
For three-quarters of a century, St. Xavier's has
stood tall in every sense, It has been a home of
excellent education, a place where young minds
have been enlightened, disciplined, and inspired to
seck truth and goodness. More importantly, it has
been a community that has shaped lives—forming
students not only for academic achievement, but
also for compassion, responsibility, courage, and
Service.

The guiding spirt of our mission, "Live for God,
Lead for Nepal™ has been woven into the history of
education entrusted to us. [t reminds us that
education is not simply the pursuit of knowledge or
success, It is the formaton of the whole person: a
person of conscience, competence, compassion,
and commitment. In the Ignatian tradition, we seek
to inspire our students and staff 1o become men
and women for others and with others, ready to
servie, collaborate, and place their gifts at the
service of humanity.

12

PRINCIPAL OF SXG

From the dassrooms and
laboratories 1o the
plavgrounds, chapels,

communities, and countless
spaces of service, 5t Xavier's
has continued to educate with
purpose, [ts influence can be
seen not only in the
achievements of its alumni but
also in the lives they have
touched through their
professions,  leadership, and
service, Every student who has
passed through our doors has
become patt of this continuing
story, carmving forward the
values received and shaping
the world in tumn.

Our continuing effort to reach
millions of people through the

Universal Apostolic
Preferences (UAPs) marks
another significant leap In

Jesuit education




The UAPs call us to show the way o God, walk
with the poor and the outcast, accompany young
people in the creation of a hope-illed future, and
care for our commeon home. They invite us to build
wider bridges of solidarity and to shape lives
through accompaniment, justice, compassion, and

hope.

As we commemaorate this historic milestone, we
honour the pioneers, Jesuits, religious, teachers,
stafl, parents, benefactors, alumni, and well-aishers
whose dedicaton has carried this mission [orward.
We remember with reverence all those who have
gone before us, and we give thanks for the
countless lives transformed through their service.

The 75" Anniversary of St Xavier's is both a
celebration and a call. It calls us to preserve the
values that have sustained St. Xavier's for seventy-
five wyears, while courageously embracing the
challenges and possibilities of the future. May we
comtinue bullding bridges that unite, heal, and
empower, and shaping lives that brng light, peace,
and hope to Nepal and the world,

With renewed commitment, St. Xavier's School,
looks ahead, faithful to its heritage, attentive to the
present, and hopeful for the future. May the next
chapter be even more luminous, and may our
shared journey with shared vision continue to form
generations who will live for God. lead for Nepal,
atid work lor the greater good of all.

Fr Vijay Pratap Toppo, 5.1
Principal
St. Xavier's School, Godavari
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| Jesuit Education and Social
~  Transformation in Nepal

Jesuit education in Mepal has grown in both academic
excellence and social transformation. One milestone was the
establishment of the Nepal Jesuit Social Institute (NJSI) in
response to the 2015 earthquake. NJSI served rural
communities through relief, education, livelihood,
protection, and health initiatives until 2024. It is now
advancing towards developing the Fe y Alegria (Faith and
Joy) model, joining the global movement of education and
social transformation.

We have selected seven government schools for this model,
which aims to connect education with rural development.
St Xavier's Schools are our key partners, offering training to
government school teachers in the lgnatian Pedagogical
Paradigm, subject-wise training, advanced computer skills,
and technical support.

As we celebrate the 75th Anniversary of 5t. Xavier's School,
we journey together with hope, expanding our reach
through greater collaboration and networking, serving rural

communities with compassion and transforming society
through education.

Wishing you all a Happy 75th Anniversary!
Fr Augustus Ekka, S5.J.

Executive Director
Nepal Jesuit Social Institute

15



75 years, “Live for God and
Lead for Nepal”

2

We owe heartfelt thanks to those who carried the torch: the
predecessors, the Xavierians, and well-wishers who shaped
the journey together. Seventy-five years is a milestone to
reflect on, celebrate, and look forward. In our retrospection,
how would we rate the implementation of UAPss and the
presence of alumni in rural Nepal?

We also examine the school moto, “Live for God and lead
for Nepal.” Today, the motto is apt and relevant to the needs
of the country and its people.

The remarkable milestone challenges Jesuits and our alumni

amidst the chaos to live up to the school motto, or,
alternatively, to make it a reality.

Fr David Ekka, S.J.

16
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to my heart forever.”

Being a part of the Xavierian family for the past year and
three months has been a truly enriching and memorable
experience for me. Every day has been deeply
rewarding and transformative. The radiant smiles of the
children, along with the unwavering support of the
administration and my colleagues, have made my
journey incredibly meaningful. Over my time here, |
have discovered that education is not merely about
imparting knowledge but about nurturing hearts,
inspiring minds, building character, and instilling values.

Therefore, rooted in the Xavierian ideals of service,
excellence, and faith, | strive to teach with hope,
integrity, and love every day. As St. Xavier's marks
seventy five remarkable years, [ feel honored to be a
part of this enduring legacy and to uphold its sacred
mission at Godavari.

With gratitude to God, I pray that our school may
continue to be a beacon of inspiration, transforming
lives for generations to come. My heartiest
congratulations to SXG on this momentous occasion!

Sr Angelica Sherpa
Coordinator(l-4), SXG




My experience of teaching at St. Xavier's has been both

meaningful and enriching. Through teaching, 1 aim to
enhance students’ education beyond academic learning,
helping them become leaders and independent thinkers
outside the classroom.

As a teacher with a passion for learning, | stive to
empower my students and keep them highly engaged in
their education through interactive class discussions with
their peers. | encourage students to think independently,
ask questions, and apply their leamning to reallife
situations. In class, we uphold shared values and standards
of respect and care for others. I continue to improve my
teaching by building on my classroom experiences and
learning from my students.

One of the most valuable aspects of my teaching has been
promoting values such as honesty, discipline, empathy,
and responsibility. These values are consistently practiced
in daily school life, helping students become respectful,
responsible, and caring individuals, Overall, in my daily
teaching practice, | strive to help students develop strong
values and become confident, capable individuals, while
continuing to leamn through my own classroom
experiences and future opportunities.

Ritu Shrestha
Senior Teacher, SXG

19



’Ibai::}ﬂng haspmﬁr{dad me with a profession, but this school has

‘gifted me a lifetime of beautiful memories. When 1 joined, | came
‘with the lmmhﬂn of inspiring young mmdm Little did [ know that
I would ahﬂdimﬂmrnaw stmngths within m;rself&lmg the wag

'Ih[ssr:hmi has allowed me to e—:penﬂnﬂe mﬂjuyﬂfbeinghﬁﬂ'xa

‘teacher and a learner. For the first time in my life, 1 danced on
stage as a teacher, participated in a running race on Sports Day,
enjoyed playing football, basketball, and throwball, and went
hiking with my colleagues and students, These momens filled my
;,haart with happiness and rexnu&das me tha: learning has no age

'Ev&r:,r r:l:amnm. every event, and every challenge has helped
me grow in confidence, patience, and gratitude. Thesmil&mfmy -
students, the encouragement of my colleagues, and the support
of the school l‘nﬂ'i'i&mt have made this jaume;r truly

meazmg‘tﬂ.

1 feel blessed to be a part of this school, where leaming goes
beyond textbooks and every day brings a new opportunity to
‘grow. This school is more than my workplace; it is my second
.hﬂmﬂ wtmre lﬁunﬁrm 10 learn and create cherished memories,

:l am deeply grateful for this mmnderﬁﬂ journey ant-l for the

opportunities provided by the Nﬂpﬂf Jesuit Society, | Icmk
forward to many more jfeanmf Iearmng., teaching, and growing

:mﬁﬂ"‘h&f




Reflections on My Teaching
Journey at St. Xavier's

Teaching at St. Xavier's has been one of the most
meaningful journeys of my life. It has given me the privilege
to learn, grow; and make a lasting impact on the lives of my
students. Every class has brought new experiences, joyful
moments, and valuable lessons.

Over the years, | have realized that teaching is not merely
about sharing knowledge, but also about learning from the
curiosity, honesty, and resilience of children, They
continually inspire me 0 become a better teacher and a
better person.

As 5t. Xavier's celebrates its seventy fifth anniversary, [ feel
deeply grateful to be part of its rich tradition. The core
values of faith, service, and excellence continue to guide
me, serving as a constant rerminder that the greatest reward
of teaching is the positive mark we leave on young lives.

Mangali Sitwal
Senior Teacher, SXG

21






‘Serving at St. Xavier's School, Godavari, for twenty-five
remarkable years has been a dEeply ennehmg journey
that has shaped the very fabric of my life. Far from feeling
tiring, each passing year brings fresh energy, unique
batches of students, and unforgettable classroom
expenencesmat keep my passion for teaching a]r»:e

‘This quarter-century of service has been made truly
‘meaningful by cooperative colleagues, a supportive
administration, and, above all, the ec:-nstant guidance of
.carngesmt Fathers.

St. Xavier’s is no IﬂﬂGEI'JUSIHIF workplace—it has become
a cherished, inseparable part of who [ am.




A Legacy of Excellence,
Service, and Future Hope

/

For more than twenty years, St. Xavier's School, Godavari,
has been more than just my workplace, it has been an
honor. Teaching here has been a true blessing and a
continuous journey of personal and professional learning.

The person | am today is a direct reflection of my
experiences within this school and the time | have shared
with these bright young minds.

As St. Xavier's marks seventy-five years of educational
excellence, | am deeply humbled to have been part of over
a quarter of its history. While many things have changed
over the years, the core values of character, service, and
excellence remain as strong as ever at Godavari.

We are stepping into a new era shaped by Al, digital
classrooms, and modern pedagogies. Yet, the Xaverian
legacy remains steadfast. | am proud to carry that torch,
grateful to pass it on, and hopeful for the future generations
who will write the next seventy-five chapters.

Gyan Guragain
Senior Teacher, SXG
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Completing the Circle: From
Student to Teacher

My journey at St. Xavier's School, Godavari, began in
Grade one and continued until my graduation in 2008.
Those formative years gifted me a strong academic
foundation and the Xaverian code, which taught me to
see life with purpose, compassion, and resilience.

Returning vears later as a teacher felt like completing a
deeply meaningful circle. What | initially thought would
be a brief experience soon became a calling that
reshaped my life. Each day, I am reminded of our
motto, “Live for God, Lead for Nepal,” and my
responsibility to inspire young Xaverians.

Having once walked in their footsteps, [ strive to guide
my students to think critically, learn courageously, and
grow into people of character. St. Xavier's has not only
shaped my journey—it has defined the person I am
proud to be today.

Shrijan Amatya
Batch of 2006/Teacher, SXG
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Reflections on Teaching and
Learning at St. Xavier's School

r

Teaching and learning at 5t. Xavier's have been meaningful
and enriching experiences. Rooted in the Jesuit tradition of
Cura Personalis - care for the whole person, education
is not limited to academic success. It focuses on the overall
growth of every student,

We ty to understand each student’s abilities, needs,
interests, challenges, and aspirations. As teachers, we
regularly reflect on our teaching and adapt our methods to
support different learmners. We also give importance to
character, values, creativity, leadership, and social
responsibility. Through relationships, reflection,
collaboration, and experiential learning, we create a
supportive environment where students feel wvalued. 1
believe good teaching Inspires curiosity, builds confidence,
and helps students become responsible and lifelong
learners.

Rabi Shrestha
Coordinator (Classes 9 to 12), SXG
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THE XAVERIAN VOICE

STORIES AND REFLECTIONS
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MESSAGE ON THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF
JESUIT EDUCATIONAL MISSION IN NEPAL

It is with immense joy, gratitude, and pride that |
extend my heartfelt congratulations to the entire St

Kavier's family on the seventy-fifth anniversary of

the Jesuit educational mission in Nepal.

This milestone is not merely a celebration of years;
it is a celebration of lives transformed. communities
enriched, and generations empowered through the

noble mission of education. Having spent much of

my life within the St Xavier's tradition, T consider it
a profound blessing o have jourmneyed alongside

this remarkable institution
students, teachers, parents,
wishers who have shaped its |

and the
alumni,

Bgacy.

countless
and well-

For seventy-five years, St, Xavier's has stood as a
beacon of excellence, nurturing young minds while
forming compassionate hearts. The institution has
consistently sought not only academic achievement
but also the holistic development of each student,
fostering values of integrity, fraternity, responsibility,
service, and leadership. Through its classrooms
have passed generations of young people who
have gone on 1o serve Nepal and the wider world

as doctors,

engineers, educators,

pilots,

entrepreneurs, social workers, public servants, and

leaders in countless fields.

Their

contributions

continue to leave an indelible mark on the nation

and beyond.

One of the defining strengths of the St Xawvier's

community has always been its strong sense of

belonging. We have never viewed our schools
merely as educatonal institutions; they are families.

Across  decades, students,
parents,

teachers,
and friends have remained deeply

alumni,

connected to the mission and o one another,

This spirit of solidanty has
been especially evidemt
during times of challenge,
when members of the St
Xavier's family have come
together with extraordinary
generosity and commitment
to  rebuild, renew, and
strengthen  the  institutions
they cherish. Such moments
remind us that 5t. Xavier's is
not simply a place—it s a
living community bound
together by shared wvalues
and a common purpose.

[ am particularly grateful for
the vision that has continually
expanded opportunities  for
al wyoung people. The
commitment 1o melusion and
equal opportunity, especially
through  education and
empowerment of both boys
and girls, has ennched our
mstitutions and strengthened
Our society.
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It reflects our conviction that every child
deserves the opportunity to leam, grow, and
contribute meaningfully to the world. The Jesuit
educational mission in Nepal has also played a
significant role in fostering harmony, mutual
respect, and understanding among people of
diverse faiths, cultures, and backgrounds. At a
time when the world often faces division and
uncertainty, our schools have remained places
where dialogue, compassion, and respect for
numan dignity are actively cultivated. This
commitment to promoting peace and social
responsibility remains one of our greatest
contributions to society,

As | reflect upon nearly four decades of
association with the Jesuit mission in Nepal, [ do
so with profound gratitude., | have wimessed
moments of great achievement and joy, as well
as periods of challenge and difficulty. Yet through
every season, | have seen the resilience,
dedication, and unwavering spirit of the St
Xavier's family. These experiences have
strengthened my convicton in the
transformative power of Jesuit education.

Today, as we honor the rich legacy of the past
seventy-five years, we also look forward with
hope and confidence. The future is bright
because it rests in the hands of young people
who are talented, compassionate, and
committed to making a difference. My prayer is
that St Xavier's will continue to inspire future
generations to become men and women for and
with others, guided by a deep sense of social
responsibility and a commitment to the common
good,

May the
sustained

to Nowrish.

May the bonds of community
grow  ever stronger. May
students, alumni, educators,
parents, and friends of St
Xavier's continue to work
together with renewed zeal,
carrying forward the values
that have made this
institution a source of pride
for Nepal and a force for
positive change in society.
This anniversary is both a
celebration of past
accomplishments and a
beacon guiding us toward
continued  growth  and
mnovation in education.

Congratulations once again
on this remarkable milestone.
May God bless 5t Xawvier's
and all who are part of this
extraordinary joumey:

Fr Boniface Tigga, S.J.
5t. Joseph's School North
Point Darjeeling
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ENCOUNTERS WITH SCHOLARS

| consider myself truly fortunate to have
encountered three remarkable Jesuit scholars in
Mepal: Fr Ludwig Stiller, Fr John Locke, and Fr
Casper Miller (Fr Cap). Each of them profoundly
influenced my academic journey, especially
during my master’'s studies in Nepali History and
Culture.

My first encounter was with Fr Stiller, a renowned
historian of Nepal. He kindly took me around the
Human Resources Development Research Center
{(HRDC) library, showing me essential documents,
including microfilms of rare historical records on
Mepal's past. His guidance opened up a treasure
trove of knowledge [ could never have accessed
otherwise. Later, when Fr Stller moved to St
Aavier's School, Jawalakhel, 1 moved into the
HRDC residence.

There, I had the privilege of living alongside Fr
John Locke, who was a resident at the center. As
I pursued my master's degree, Fr Locke became
an invaluable mentor—a  true  walking
encyclopedia on every aspect of Nepal. Having
proofread numerous books by Nepali authors, he
passessed an extraordinary depth of knowledge
about the country’s history, culture, and society.
He was like an FM radio: 1 only had to "press the
button" (ask a question), and he would share
endlessly fascinating insights. | could listen to him
for hours until my mind was completely full. The
vast breadth of knowledge and archival matenals
he introduced me to was beyond my imagination.

The third scholar I encountered was Fr Cap, who
was also my literature teacher. He was a legend in
his own rnight, possessing a profound

All three of these Jesuit fathers
were extraordinary gifts in my life,
providing the puidance, wisdom,
and inspiration that enabled me 1o
successfully complete my master's
studies.

These encounters were  truly
transformative, and | remain
deeply gratetul for the time | spent
learning from such dedicated,
brilliant mentors.

Fr Vijay Pratap Toppo, 5.J.
Principal
St. Xavier's School, Godavari

E understanding of Nepal.
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MY EXPERIENCES AND MEMORIES OF
ST. XAVIER'S SCHOOL, JAWALAKHEL

With immense joy and gratitude, [ extend my
hearfelt congratulations 1o the entire 51. Xavier's
Schoaol, Jawalakhel family on the joyous occasion
of its seventy-fifth anniversary, St. Xavier's School
stands as one of the pioneering educational
works of the Jesuits in Nepal. Founded in 1951 at
the invitation of the late General Mrigendra
Shamsher Rana, an educator of the Rana
dynasty, the school began its journey at a time
when Mepal was in great need of a strong
educational foundaton. What started as a
humble effort to provide quality education has
grown into one of the most respected and
influential educational institutions in the country.

Over the decades, St Xavier's School,
Jawalakhel has become a center of academic
excellence and holisie formation, It has
contributed significantly o the educational,
social, and national development of Nepal.
Generations of students have passed through its
halls and have gone on 1o serve the nation and
the world in various capacities.

Many Jesuits, teachers, staff members, and
collaborators  have dedicated themselves
selflessly 1o this mission. I, oo, had the privilege
of serving the school as Vice Principal, an
experience for which I remain deeply grateful.
While individuals have come and gone, what
remains constant is the enduring legacy of the
Jesuit charism, values, and vision. The spirit of
forming 'men and women for others’ continues
to inspire and guide the school community.

As we celebrate the 75th vear of St Xavier's, we
gratefully remember the Jesuits, teachers, staff,
parents, alumni, benefactors, and students whose
dedication, commitment, and sacrifices have

Their collective efforts have built
a lasting legacy that continues (o
inspire generations.

May this milestone be an
occasion not only to celebrate
past achievements but also to
renew our commitment to the
noble mission of education. May
St Xavier's School, Jawalakhel
continue t© be a beacon of
hope, wisdom, and service,
forming young people who will
contribute to building a more
just, humane, and
compassionate society.

Congratulations on 75 years of
excellence, service, and
transformative education. May
God continue 1o bless St
Xavier's School, Jawalakhel,
and all who are part of its rich
heritage and promising future.

Fr Sanjay Ekka, S.J.
Principal
St. Xavier's School, Deonia

shaped this remarkable institution.
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[ first came to the school in 1980 as a brother 10
teach in the middle school and o serve as the
hostel’s assistant prefect to Fr Bill Robins. There
were about one hundred boys in classes 7 1o 10,
mostly from far-away districts. | would like o
narrate some funny incidents that wok place
during the year 1 was there. Br. Chettri was the
minister in those days, and he ran a farm near the
football field with chickens, pigs, and buffaloes.

One day, the senior boys decided to go for a
picnic on a holiday. Some of the naughtier boys
made a plan to steal chickens from the farm at
night. The chickens were caught, killed, and
dressed to be taken the next morning. However,
as they were boarding the vehicle for the picnic,
the prefect caught them with the extra baggage.
The kitchen storeroom was near the old library
and had only wire mesh protecting the window.
The boys used to cut the netting to steal bananas
and other fruits at night. On Friday nights, the
boys played basketball alter supper on the court
near St. Mary's School hostel, and they used to
make a lot of noise.

Maturally, the sisters were disturbed. One day, the

 sister who was the hostel warden rang up Fr

o~

™

Robins to complain about the loud noise from
our basketball court. Father asked, "Sister, did
our boys come onto your compound? They are
plaving in our court, right?” That was the end of
the complaints from the other side.

To prefect the boys at night, [ used to sleep in
their dormitory, which was located in the attic of
the old Rana building. Our beds were positioned
directly under the tin roofing sheets. .

While the Nepalese boys were
used 1o earthquakes, | was not.
One night, the tin sheets shook
violently,. The boys started
running and shouting,
“Earthquake! Run, run'” | ran
too, and in no time reached the
football ground, We spent the
rest of the night in the cold on
the basketball court; no one
dared go back inside to get their
blankets.

There are also many stories
about Fr Charlie Law’s absent-
mindedness. One day, he had
just returned on his motorbike
and was in a hurry to teach his
class. He walked into the
classroom with his helmet stll on
and started teaching! On
another Qocasion, while
teaching, he needed to draw on
the blackboard. He needed a
scale (ruler), but one wasn't
available. S0, he pulled his belt
and used it as a straightedge,
and the boys had a good laugh.

Fr A.V. Mathew, S5.J.
Nepal Jesuit Social Institute
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75 YEARS OF LEADING NEPAL

Among the greatest blessings of my life in Nepal
over the past four decades has been the
opportunity to engage with every level of the
country's educational system. [ began by
teaching science in the junior school and English
in the senior school at St Xavier's in the eardy
1680s. In the mid-1990s, 1 helped establish
tertiary-level programs at St. Xavier's College,
and for the past two decades, | have taught
undergraduate students while supervising MA
and PhD candidates at Kathmandu University,

This breadth of experience as both a teacher and
an admmistrator has given me a unique
perspective on the remarkable expansion of
educational opportunities in Nepal over the past
half-century. The growth of both the public and
private sectors reflects the Nepalese people’s
deep appreciation of education as the foundation
of meaningtul national development.

The Nepal Jesuit Society’s schools and college
have played a central role in this transformation.
have produced leaders in  medicine,
business, engineering, law, education, the

- military, and many other fields. Even more

importantly, they have inspired other educational
institutions throughout the country by setting a
standard of excellence to which others aspire.
When the first Jesuit fathers from Patna founded
St. Xavier's School at Godavan seventy-five years
ago, modemn, internationally oriented education
in Nepal was available to only a small number of
sons of the Kathmandu Valley's nobility and
mercantile elite, Armving just as Nepal embarked
on its first experiment with democracy, they came
at a pwotal moment, helping to broaden
educational opportunities for a much wider
cross-section of Nepalese society.

those

set by
picneering Jesuits and their

The example

dedicated collaborators
continues to shape the wvision
and growth of the St. Xavier's
institutions—not only in
Kathmandu, but also in Pokhara
and the distrcts of Jhapa and
siraha. More significantly, they
helped launch a broader
movement toward universal
educational opportunity, which
remains their greatest gift 1o a
developing nation,

All of us who have shared in this
remarkable work—teachers,
staff, alumni, students, parents,
and benefactors, both Nepali
and international—can
celebrate St Xavier's Diamond
Jubilee with profound pride and
heartiell gratitude.

Gregory Sharkey, 5.2,
Resident Director
Boston College Nepal Program

42

QH
Ly

ey
E
ey

S




ATERE”

1L
il

i

S
&
=

g

After the establishment of the Society of Jesus, it
tock an agonizing eight years for St Ignatius to
approve the starting of a Jesuit educational
insttution in 1548, namely St. Ignatius College in
Messina, Italy, That was the beginning of
institutionalized Jesuit education. What followed
saon thereafter can only be acknowledged as an
outstanding ministry of the Jesuits in the service
of humanity and God.

The Jesuits, who had initially resisted the idea of
establishing any permanent institutions of their
own, found themselves within the next eight
yvears with approval from 5t Ignatius to establish
forty new schools. The rest is history, and the
contribution of Jesuits in the field of education
wotldwide is there for all to see.

Let us ask ourselves: What makes Jesuit
education thrive? What is the "marrow” of Jesuit
education? What is that life-giving sap that
nourishes Jesuit educational institutions? To

- qguestions such as these, there would be answers

s
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aplenty. People from outside the Society, as well
as those within it, would answer these questions
differently. While some of these answers might be
highly  philosophical, others might be
commonplace and direct,

My take on the marrow of this long-cherished
history of Jesuit education s its ability to always
remain relevant. 1 believe it is nothing but
relevancy that has brought Jesuit education this
far. No matter where in the world a Jesuit
educational institution 15 located, it thrives
because it continues 1o be relevant 1o the people,
the place, and the time. Jesuit education
continues o make sense; it continues to be
meaningful.

To remain relevant, one must first
adapt to the needs of the people
and place, and second, adopt
appropriate means to fulfill those
needs.

For the Jesuits, this process of
adaptaton and adoption is well
enshrined in the Latin principle
Tantum Quantum, meaning ‘so
much as’, 'in as much as' , ‘in so
far as’. That is. whatever brings
the greater glory to God, the
Jesuits will embrace it (Spintual
Exercises, 23). It 15 this
adaptability that makes Jesuit
education relevant and
meaningful.

In the case of 5t. Xavier's School,
Jawalakhel, this process of
adaptation and adoption can
easily be traced back through its
seventy-five-year history: its birth
in Godavan, its move 1o its
present location in Jawalakhel, its
transition from a boy's school 10 a
co-educational  institution,
the evolution of its admission,
scholarship, and collaboration
policies,

and
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All of these have undergone changes. Some of
these changes emerged as modificatons 1o
existing polices, while others were rejected
entirely to make way for new approaches. These

adaptations and adoptions made St, Xavier's
School, Jawalakhel relevant to the people of
Mepal in the past and continue to make it so
today. These changes are the direct results of
Tantum Quantum!

These adaptations, however, have not been
merely cosmetic. While there have been major
physical and structural changes over the years 1o
meet the needs of the tme, the school's
continued relevance is primarily due to internal
adaptations—changes in attitude. This attitudinal
flexibility enabled the Jesuits 1o read the signs of
the times and adapt accordingly, Irrefutably, in its
seventy-five years of exstence, St Xavier's
School, Jawalakhel has grown from strength to
strength, earning a glorious and glittering legacy.
lts unmatched contributions to the people of
Mepal are visible to all.

Times have changed, however. In recent years,
MNepal has experienced sea changes in its forms of
government, and these transitions are far from
over. The country as a whole is stll navigating
uncertainties. The aspirations of Generation Z are
herculean. Their needs, hopes, and demands are
skyrocketingg Some  might term these
expectations utopian, but they cannot simply be
brushed aside or swept under the carpet. Rather,
they must be addressed honestly and responded
to appropriately. This 15 where 5t Xavier's
School, Jawalakhel faces real, demanding
challenges. These challenges are too heavy for a
single shoulder. What is required, therefore, are
collective and collaborative efforts by all
stakeholders, In light of this, ‘rethinking' and
reimagmning’ must be the buzzwords for St
Xavier's today.

needs to adopt
measures that align

aspirations of Gen Z; it needs el

provide clear direction for
school educatnon in the country;
it needs to assist in value-
clarification for youth; and it
needs to show a path of mutual
trust and respect among calzens.

Hence, it is dme for St. Xavier's
School, Jawalakhel 1o
deliberately desist from simply

basking in its glorious past. and
instead transform itsell 1o ensure

its services remain deeply
meaningful and relevant to
modern Nepal.

As you celebrate your seventy-
five years of glorious exstence,
my prayer for vou, St. Xavier's,
is this: following the path of
Tantum Quantum as traced by
our founder, St Ignatius, may
you continue to  reimagine,
reinvent, and restructure
yvourself so that you remain a
vital and relevant blessing to the
people of Nepal!

Fr Dr. Daniel Bara, S.J.
Loyola College, Namchi, Sikkim
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As 5t Xavier's School celebrates seventy-five
vears of forming “men and women for others,” |
look back on my two years at Jawalakhel—years
that gave me not only fond memories but also
enduring questions about what it truly means (o
educate for life.

[ had the joy of spending two wonderful years at
St, Xavier's School, Jawalakhel, as a regent from
2002 1o 2004. [ still remmember the curious faces in
Classes 4 and 5, the laughter that filled the
basketball court, and the warmth of community
lifee, especially the guidance of my Rector, fr Cap
Miller, and the fnendship of the Jesuit Volunteers
International (JVIs).

What touched me most was being part of the
scholarship program for children from  the
neighborheood. Many came from disadvantaged,
single-parent families. 1 can stll picture their
small, one-room homes along the narrow,
unpaved lanes of Nakhu, and the quiet
determination of parents who wanted something
better for their children.

At the time, | often wondered what it truly meant
for those students to be part of St Xavier's. They
were privileged to study there, yet many didn't
seem o grasp the value of that opportunity—
perhaps because the world inside the school felt
sa different from the one they went home to.

As the vears passed, | realized that only a few of
those scholarship students were able to make full
use of the opportunities they received, while
many struggled to wrn education into lasting
change. That experience left me with questions
that still accompany me today:

WALKING WITH MY QUESTIONS: FIEFLEETIEIHS _
FROM MY TIME AT ST. XAYIER'S JAWALAKHEL /ﬁ

- What makes the educadon of

a scholarship student in a
privileged school truly
successful?

- How can a school bridge the
gap berween disadvantaged
and more privileged students?

- If education is the ticket to a
better life, why does it not
always deliver on that promise?

Now, as | work in a rural
school, these questions
continue 1o guide me. They
remind
not just about opening doors,
but about walking alongside
students so0 they have the
courage and supporn to step
through those doors when they
OpEen.

me that educanon is

Fr Dr. Jomon Jose, 5.0.
St. Xavier's School
Sadakbari, Jhapa,
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Jesuit education in Nepal is rooted in the
principles of 5t lgnatius of Loyola, focusing
on the holistic development of individuals—
intellectually, spirtually, morally, and socially.
This educatonal philosophy emphasizes
critical thinking, social responsibifity, and
service to  others, prepanng students to
become compassionate leaders who work
toward creating a more just and equitable
wordd,. My tenure at St. Xavier's School,
Jawalakhel has been one of the most
signihcant and memorable experiences ol my
religious life. When [ joined 5t Xavier's in
2009, the educational landscape appeared
challenging and demanding, particularly at
the senior level. Throughout my life, teaching
has always been my passion, and [ thoroughly
enjoyved every moment in the classroom.

When | assumed the role of Junior School
Vice Principal, | initally felt apprehensive,
knowing that 1 would no longer be teaching
children directly: The beginning was difficult
and challenging, but | gradually embraced
my responsibifities with dedicaton and
commitment. The most profound lesson that |
leamed was the wvalue of trust. The wust
placed in me by the Jesuit Fathers made me
feel deeply accountable and responsible to
both God and society. The teamwork, clear
chain of command. and trust given to me
enabled me (o transforn my perspeclive as
Vice Principal. For me, every moment
became an opporunity to bring out the best
in the students. | made myself available and
worked closely with the support of teachers
and coordinators across the Junior, Senior,
and Secondary sections. This wholehearted
support, cooperation, and teamwork made
my life truly fulfilling,

S

My sincere gratitude goes to all
the Prnncipals of St Xawvier's
School, Jawalakhel, as well as the
Vice-Principals, coordinators, and
teachers for their constant,
amicable  support, valuable
suggestions, expert guidance, and
exemplary  teamwork.  Their
collaborative  spimt  has  been
instrumental in my life. The Jesuit
Fathers in Nepal have made an
extraordinary difference in the
fields of education, social service,
and community development,
transforming thousands of
students into “people for others”
who make sigrficant
contributions 1o society.

As 5t, Xavier's School, Jawalakhel
celebrates seventy five years of
dedicated service 1o the people of
Nepal, | extend my heantfelt best
wishes and congratulations to all
the Jesuit Fathers, teachers, and
support staff. May the profound
spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola
continue  to  ignite hearts and
minds, inspiring generations of
students and educators alike,

Sr Maria Goretti Ekka, FMA

Former Junior School Vice Principal
5x3
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A LEGM:‘I’ OF EKCELLEHEE

A TRIBUTE TO ST. XAVIER'S JAWALAKHEL ' :f :

Today, we look back at a journey that began not
with grand ceremonies, but with a ssimple act of
faith. On September 5, 1954, when Fr Moran
secured this property, he wasn't just buying land;
he was planting a seed for the future of Nepal.
Two days later, Fr Downing and the pioneenng
students arrived from Godavari, having walked
via Harisiddhi, carrying their belongings and a
vision for what education could become.

From those frst students, we have seen an
incredible evolution, We remember the early
1960s, when a modest plan for a single-story
building grew, much like the school itself, into a
three-story  foundation of learning. We recall
1971, a pivotal year when the school
transitioned from the Senior Cambridge syllabus
to the Nepali matriculation system, signaling our
deep commitment to our national identity and
the educational reforms of our country,

The tumn of the millennium brought some of our
most significant milestones. In the year 2000, as
we celebrated our Golden Jubilee in the
presence of royalty—King Birendra and Queen
Aishwarya—St, Xavier's opened a new chapter
of inclusivity by welcoming girl students into our
halls. This was followed by a physical
transformation, We said a respectful farewell 1o
the historic Rana-era palace to make way for the
modern facilities we enjoy today, a bridge
between Nepal's storied past and its bright
future,

Our history is also one of resilience. When the
2015 earthquake tested the very foundations

of our campus, the Xavierian spint remained
unshaken.

From those challenges rose the
Fr HNiesen Block in 2019, a

testament to our ability to

rebuild, adapt, and persevere.

Today, St. Xavier's Jawalakhel
stands as a vibrant community
of approximately 2,500 students
from Grade 1 through Class 12.
We are no longer just a school;
we are a legacy of the Jesuit
commitment o service. As we
walk these halls, from the library
inaugurated in 2001 to the
modem classrooms of today, we
carry with us the courage of
those first ten students and the
wisdom of the educators who
guided us.

May we continue to grow, not
just in numbers or buildings, but
in our dedicaton to 'Live for
God and Lead for Nepal.'

Fr Juel Kispotta, 5.].
HRDRC
Sanepa, Lalitpur 2, Nepal
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FOR THE GREATER GLORY OF GOD

The celebration of the seventy-ifth Jubilee of St.
Xavier's School, Jawalakhel, is a moment of
profound gratitude and joy, marking seventy-live
vears of excellence, service, and commitment to
the mission of Jesuit education. As a Jesuit, [ feel
deeply blessed and privileged to have been part
of this esteemed insttution for two memorable
VEars.

Serving St. Xavier's as Treasurer, Administrator,
and Teacher was not merely an assignment; it
was a meaningful participation in the apostolic
mission of education entrusted to the Society of
Jesus. These responsibilities allowed me to work
closely with dedicated Jesuits, committed
teachers, hardworking staff, supportive parents,
and inspining students. The experience enriched
me professionally, spiritually, and personally, and
[ continue to cherish the memores and
friendships formed during that time.

Inspired by the wision of St. Ignatius of Loyola,
Jesuit education seeks to form voung people
who are ntellectually competent, spiritually
grounded, morally responsible, and committed
1o the service of others. St. Xavier's has faithfully
carried forward this mission by educating not
only the mind but also the heart, nurturing
students n competence, conscience,
compassion, and commitment.

[ deeply admire St, Xavier's commitment to the
Jesuit values of Magis and cura personalis. The
spirit of Magis calls the school community to
strive for excellence in the service of God and
humanity, while cura personalis promotes the
holisic  development of every student—
intellectually, emotionally, spiritually, physically,
and socially.

[ also deeply appreciate the
schools commitment to the
preferential option for the poor

and marginalized. Through
inclusive education,
scholarships, and outreach

efforts, 5t. Xavier's has opened
doors of opportunity and hope
to many, reflecting the Gospel
values of justice, dignity,
compassion, and solidanty.

My heartfelt congratulations and
prayers go o the entire
Xaverian family. May 5t. Xavier's
School, Jawalakhel, continue to
shine and form men and
women for and with others. May
God bless all who carry forward
this noble mission, always
striving Ad  Majorem Dei
Gloriam—for the Greater
Glory of God.

Fr Ajay Raj Lakra, 5.2
St. Xavier's College, Maitighar
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It gives me immense joy and pride to see St
Xavier's School, Jawalakhel celebrating its
seventy-fifth Jubilee—seventy-five glorious years
of shaping minds, nuruing wvalues, and
producing some of the hnest stalwarts and
legends of Nepal,

Being a part of this remarkable institution as Vice
Principal of Academics for two vears was not
merely a professional expenence; it was a deeply
personal journey of leaming, laughter, and life
lessons.

During my tenure, [ had the privilege of working
closely with an energetic team of teachers, ever-
suppartive parents, and, of course, our curious
and spirited students. Together, we navigated the
beautiful chaos that every school day brings—
from morning assemblies o last-period surpnses.
One of my key responsibiliies was handling
discipline.

“discipline” may sound stern. but |

i _discovered that the best results come not from

scolding, but from conversation. Instead of saving,

- “Don't do this,” | found it more meaningful to

—explain why an action mattered and what its

L -consequences could be.

" To my delight, most students, when treated with
reason and respect, responded with a marurity far

beyond their vears. Of course, we have our
limitations—some situations test even the calmest

-+ teacher’s patience!

But T've always believed that students genuinely

c'sm've o become their best selves; sometimes,
E they just need a bit of guidance, and perhaps a

S
[~
o~

little more understanding from their parents.

b-ﬁa-m_—cm._
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[ could not have fulfilled my duties
without the wholehearted support
of parents. Their cooperation and
trust made my role easier and our
efforts more fruitful.

The teachers of St Xavier's
deserve a standing ovation; they
are not just educators, but
mentors, guardians, and
sometimes even second parents (o
the students.

Their prompiness and prudence in
handling any situation, from
academic hurdles to emotional
ups and downs, made me admire
them.

Believe it or not, | leamed more
from my students than [ ever
taught them. They taught me the
true meaning of friendship,
compassion, and community spirit.
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Whether it was a charity drive, an
environmental campaign, or a simple
classroom  project, their enthusiasm and
generosity always shone through.

| often challenged them to connect theory 1o
real life—o think beyond the pages of ther
textbooks. And every time they did, | saw
sparks of creativity that reminded me why
teaching 1s such a fulfilling calling.

Ah, the picnics and student exchange programs
—unforgettable adventures! Those trips were
filled with laughter, music, and a fair share of
“Are. we there yet?” moments.Watching
students explore, make friends, and leam
outside the classroom was pure joy.

They seemed to love the freedom (perhaps a
little oo much at times!), but those were the
moments where bonds deepened, and lessons
in teamwork and respect were truly leamed.

The Administrators, Vice-principals, and
coordinators of 5t, Xavier's deserve special
mention. Their meticulous planning and
commitment ensured that the school ran like a
well-tuned  orchestra—smooth, harmonious,
and purposeful,

Their love for the institution is evident in every
event, every schedule, and every quiet extra
hour they dedicate behind the scenes.

| carry countless fond memeories from my time
at St. Xavier's—far too many to fit into one
article. But each memory is a reminder of a
family that works, dreams, and grows together.
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As  the school aefﬁn'-' | F=Z | S

seventy-fifth Jubilee, 1 extend ‘my
warmest  congratulations | and
pravers to the entire Xaverian
family. May the next seventy-five
years be even more glonous,
guided by wisdom, joy, and God's
abundant grace,

Fr B. Rajasekaran, 5.J.
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-ALUMNI REMINISCENCES-

9 MEMORIES THAT TIME CANNGOT ERASE
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"'-% THE YERY EARLY YEARS — REMEMBERING FR MD MORAN

1. Decade of the 1950s

Mter having reached the age of 87 years,
looking back over eighty years to the late
19408 appears incredible; but my memory is
stll fresh with certain incidents from where |
would like to begin this short memeoir. | was
neither in SX Pamma nor had SXG stared
functioning when [ joined the primary school
in St. Joseph's Convent, Patna in 1948, It was
my good fortune and privilege that | was to
bump into Fr MD Moran in 5t Joseph's
Convent.

He was a regular visitor o the school to
adwvise the Mothers and Sisters and more
often than not o lend a helping hand 1o the
Convent and to keep us students entertained
with everwelcome movie and documentary
film shows. His tall stature and ever present
smile was abways a welcome site for us. There
were quite a few Nepalis when | joined the
Convent. Some of us from that group went on
to 5X Pama and in due course 956 Clanded
up in SXG.

After my two years in the Convent, | found
mysell under the direct tutelage of Fr MD
Moran, founding Principal of 5X Patna, in
1950, S0, one can figure out how long the
relationship had been — which continued
unabated in various capacities rght up to the
very end, even after we had el SXG.

2. The Pioneering Group

There were four of us who had been together
right from 1948 at 5t Joseph's Conwvent,
Patna — Kenda Shah, Ramesh Pant, Umesh
Pant and me — who transferred to SX Pamna
and ultimately to SXG.

Thus, we were seven of us who
came by air along with Fr MD
Moran in June 1951 who [Hew
from Patna to Kathmandu — in
what was perhaps one of the first
airplane joumeys — o become
the ploneering group of sx or
sevenn in Class V. The school
started functioning with the top
ciass in July 1951, SXG was then a
small family comprising of Classes
| to V with the total number of
about 65 students including the
student-intake in Kathmandu, We
were o leamn later that the
admission process was quite an
event held in the Singha Durbar
iself with quite a few high oflicials
in the interview committee. The
two years in SX Patna were
memorable for us because we
were prominent as Fr MD
Moran's favorites. Father's
connection with Kathmandu had
commenced even earlier when
he had made frequent visits to
Nepal as invigilator for Patna
University to conduct LSc
examinations in the early vears.
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e were given special treatment by Father in
v wavs. One of the incidents noteworthy
was the trip to SX Ranchi in his Land Rover,
where we were also to meet Shr Teen Padma
5.1.B Rana, who had just been deposed as the
Prime Minister and was taking asylum there,
He was one of the first few important
personalities we were 1o meet in subsequent
vears in Kathmandu as Fr MD Moran's special
students.

3. The First Days in Godavari

| can stll vividly recall with nostalgia that day
on July 1 when the school opened. The drive
tex the school just in the suburbs of town was
rather rough because the approach road to
the building which had been leased to the
school was in a neglected state.

Fr MD Moran had supervised whatever
repairs and renovations works possible during
the few months available before the school
opened. [ stll remember walking up the road
[rom the main gate to the fountain and there
was Fr MD Moran waiting to welcome us.

It was just fantastic and there was Xawvier
House which was to be our domitory. The
envirconment around the place was so fresh
and pure with all the greenery resplendent of
a beautifully forested area.

Mo air pollution whatsoever and we were
entertained by nature to the sweet chirping of
so many birds, the barking deer and the
sound of flowing streams fed by the many
famous springs in the area. | cannot recall the
pollution and nuisance caused by the marble
factory.

In this connection, it was quite a
coincidence that later in life while
serving the Government in my
professional capacity, 1 was a
member of the committee to
investigate the nuisance aspects
of the quarry and recommend its
closure. Those were heavenly
days, and the walks that we used
to take made us even closer to
nature,

4. Helping in the Improvement
and Upkeep of the Grounds
Besides the curricular activities,
one of the first things we leamt
was o help in improving the
school compound and the playing
fields by providing physical input
to the best of our ability in a
regular basis.

The father of one of the students
was a high ranking technocrat in
the Government and he made a
team of skilled, semi-skilled and
labour and we boys were there to
provide shramadaan. 5o, dunng
free time it was both play and
work, Fr Moran would be around
keeping an eye on us with his
sharp whistle and at times, his
famous back hand slaps, to keep
us well behaved and not skipping
our dutes. Talking about
behaviour and making sure we
talked in English, there was the
“donkey’s tail” that would be
pasted on to anyone failing in his
duties.
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% the happier side, there used to be the
Eu'baﬂng walks 1o the countryside and the
evening singing and storytelling sessions after
dinner and before going to sleep, Qimbing to
the top of Phulchoki mountain soon became
quite popular with the boys,

These activities contributed to our attraction
to nature and added to our profound love for
the surrounding forest greenery,

5. Town Rides in Father's Land Rover

This was perhaps the most altractive part of
our early days in Godavan, It was very
thoughtful of Fr Moran that whenever he
used to dnve to town on business, he used to
generally pack his trailer with some of us for a
much-deserved outing.

We were then not only on a jolly trip but also
would be his boys being introduced to some
dignitary or the other. [ would just like to
highlight a few of them. They were wvisils
which were both educadve and interesting
because we got to leam of the achievements
of some of the luminaries of the day.

a} The Chiniyva Lama and Boudhnath —
This was especially unique 10 me because in
those days the place was not as developed as
today and [ do not recall how much the Stupa
dominated the place, Qur visit was more as a
pay courtesy to the Chinese representative
assigned to Nepal whose residency was in
Boudha.

During that time, the person who was also
residing there and who was closely associated
with the Chiniva Lama was Peter Aufshnitator,
a land surveyor by profession, but at the time
a refugee having escaped the jaws of Adolf
Hitler from World War II.

Later we were 1o learn that he
was one of the four prisoners-of-
war of the "Seven Years in Tibet™
fame. He decided to make it to
Mepal after his Tibetan odyssey.

He subsequently proved to be a
great asset to the country in the
mapping of the northern areas
bordering the Tibetan region of
the People's Republic of China

b) Dr Toni Hagen — He was
connectad with the Swiss mission
then; and we used to meet him in
Ekanta Kuna, Jawalakhel. He was
a very erudite person and
perhaps the most travelled person
within Nepal. His extensive travels
and geographical study have
been descnibed in detail in his
very engrossing book “Nepal”,
with the excellent coverage of

numerous  aspects of the
geography of Nepal.

¢} Two Dignitaries from
America

The then USOM — the US

Mission for overseas assistance —
situated in Rabi Bhavan, Kalimati,
used to be a frequent place where
Fr Moran used to drop by Two
such wisits with two remarkable
ladies stand out. Both were
memorable ones — one was a
meeting with Madame Elenor
Roosevelt and the other was with
Madame Helen Keller.




th were very [ascinating and impressive o
us schoolboys listening to their humanitarian
work. [ do not quite remember the topics
narrated to us, but we were simply
spellbound.

6. The First Batch of Fathers

Along with Fr Moran, who was Principal,
there was Fr Frank Murmphy, who was a
superior. There were additions in the number
of Fathers with the years. Fr Suboulle and Fr
Saxton were followed by Fr Tom Downing, Fr
Moore and Fr Robent Meyer. They were very
active and present to tackle us with our
mischief both in the classes and the play
grounds.

We were kept in tow and fully engrossed with
the many educational and extracurricular
activities, Fr Downing was well known for
coaching his class for the play “Hansel and
Gretel" which continued to be staged every
vear. Fr Moore kept us busy with mathematics
and science in class and cricket in the field. Fr
Meyer was our class teacher and he coached
us in studies, drama acting. games and the
like.

[AS51] Fr Murphy was our Geography and
English teacher. We also used to sing regularly
to the lovely music in his accordion. He was
also a great storyteller who kept us engrossed
with his never-ending story featuring Harry
Warry and Billy Highboy.

Those were the unforgettable days including
both study and play — equally educative and
enjovable,

7. The Conquest of Mt Everest
This was perhaps the most
memorable event which ook
place in 1953 — Edmund Hillary
and Tenzing Norgay reached the
summit of Mount Everest. | had
the opportunity of leading the
small group [om school 1o
assemble in Tundikhel (north-
eastern comer of present-day
Rama Park) to welcome and
cheer the wvictorious team. One
slogan which [ sull remember
very well was "Tenzing ko ho,
Nepali ho”, We were to leamn
later that Tenzing, who was
Nepali by birth but who later
settled in India, having conquered
Everest was now an indispensable
hero being claimed as their own
national citizen by both Nepal
and India. Sometime later, both
Sir John Hunt, the leader of the
victorious mountaineernng
expedition, and Sir Edmund
Hillary also wisited the school on
separate occasions. The wsit of Sir
Edmund was noteworthy because
he, being a beekeeper in New
Zealand, and Fr Souboulle, had
started a number of beehives set
up in the school premises.

The wwo discussed and narrated
interesting  aspects their
experiences to us. These episodes
more or less developed a
fascination for mountaineering
and the Himalayas in us boys.
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Tracking the 1951 Top Class Std V
“fore concluding, | thought it appropriate 1o
relate some facels as to how the class
transpired then and briefly relate about some
of us — the classmates of the pioneering top
Swd V of 1951. Besides the six mentoned in
the opening paragraph, there were some
additions and departures with the vears.
Madan Shrestha and Nagendra Bhandan
were promoted to our class in the following
years and Shanta Rana joined in the final vear
1956.

The departures from the cdass were
Pradhumna, Dipak, Madan, Nagendra and
myself. Finally, the five that appeared for the
O-level Cambridge final exams from SXG in
1956 thaving travelled to Pama SX) were
Shanta, Ramesh, Umesh, Kendra and Mohan.

After leaving Godavari in 1954, | joined
Victoria School, Kurseong, India, and did my
O-evel in 1956 two. It was a happy
coincidence that Nagendra, Ramesh, Umesh,
and myself were once more together in St
Joseph's College, North Point, Darjeeling for
[.Sc. (then equivalent to 104 2). Our further
education subsequently took us to different
institutions Ramesh and Umesh to
Michigan State University, USA;

—

Magendra to Ranchi, Bihar, India, for studying
Agriculture; and myself managed 1o get
successiully enrolled in Roorkee University,
UP, India — after quite a hassle and much
uncertainty as was common in those very
uncertain times on a scholarship provided to
the Nepal Government under the Colombo
plan.

Though we found ourselves in
different institutions  following
different fields of swudies,
continued to be in contact ull the
very end. Pradyumna was to go
to the USA for work and Kendra
returned to Kathmandu after a
sprint with architectural studies in
[reland. Shanta went to
Czechoslovakia and became a
nuclear scientist.

e

Mohan and Madan staved behind
in Kathmandu to pursus their
interests, All of us constituting the
pioneering SKG group
maintained our close relationship
to the very end. 1 am forced 1o
conclude very sadly that as of
today, the three of us stll around
are Mohan, Madan and myself —
the others having departed for
their heavenly abode. May their
souls rest in peace!

9. Some Further Concluding
Remarks

Just to recollect that my
association with SXG did not end
with my departure from Godavari
in 1954 (and ull today), 1 would
like to highlight that while
studving in Victoria School in
Kurseong, that  relationship
continued in so far as Fr Moore
and Fr Meyer were to come to
come to Kurseong to continue
their scholastic duties and finally
ordained as Priests in nearby St
Mary's College.
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%ﬁi’act, Fr Meyer was a constant visitor to

Victoria School, where he was involved with
the religious training of the Catholic
community boys in the School and also
supervised the drama that was presented as
part of the Platinum Jubilee celebration of the
School in 1955.

The four of us in 5t Joseph's were also
fortunate to be present for Fathers' ordination
along with Fr Mever's family from the USA.
So, the cloge and happy bond was kept alive.
Another activity that kept us bound to
Codavari was our involvement in  the
founding of the Godavan Alumni Association
and the regular meetings with FR 5Stiller as the
Moderator who was subsequently followed by
FR Dressman and FR Watrin.

The GAA activities used 1o be quite numerous
and enthusiastically participated by old SXG
boys of different age-groups. One final piece
of my relationship with 5XG, which 1 will
always cherish was my continuing association
with Fr Miler, Fr Coyne and Fr Donnelly, who
were Principals of the junior school then, and
who were instrumental in the proper
education of our three sons. This meant |
continued making frequent wisits to the school
nght up to the 1980s.

I should hnally add that even alter my
departure from the school — as part of my
professional duties — [ had the opportunity of
providing advice and assisting the school in
alleviating the drinking water problems o a
modest degree in my capacity as an
environmental engineering oficer with the
Nepal Government.

In those vyears, [ was then
associated with Fr Donnelly, Fr
Niesen and Fr Locke, amongst
others, to sort out the drinking
water supply needs of both the
junior and senior schools,

[ also remember having met Dr.
Fleming of the Shanta Bhavan
Hospital fame, at the request of
Fr Moran, and inspected
Mahendra Bhavan School in
sano Gauchar, Gyaneshwor, on
similar errands.

Those and many more incidents
and enjoyable umes associated
with SXG will always remain
fresh in my mind. We have been
very truly trained, blessed and
inspired by the School motto:

LIVE FOR GOD, LEAD FOR
NEPAL!

Rattan Kumar Siddhi

1951 5XG Admission & 1956 SC Batch
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Mepal's history chronicles that, following the
18308/ 18408 feuds among Thapas, Pandes,
and Basnets, the young 29-year-old Jung
Bahadur Kunwar took over power after the
1846 Kot Massacre to become Nepal's Prime
Minister.

In 1856, King Surendra Bikram Shah, through
his lunatic Lal Mohar, permitied Jung to
establish his family’s hereditary Prime Minister
system in Nepal. With Jung's death in 1877,
his vounger brother Rana Uddip Singh
became the next Pnme Minister. But, in 1885,
his own voungest brother Dhir Shumshere's
sons assassinated him.

The Shumshere Ranas then ruled Nepal for
the next sixty-six years, until 1951.Godavan
achool, as it was then called- not 5t Xavier's-
and not Saint Xavier's, was established by
Father MD Moran on July 1, 1951, when
Nripa Jung Rana, father of Kabir Jung of the
1957 batch, was the Educaton Minister
during the coalition government of the Nepah
Congress and Prime Minister Mohan 5.J.B
Rana.

At Godavari School, only the first name was
uttered, with the surname either unknown or
never uttered. It was only after much water
had flowed down the Bagmati River, and I
started 1o work in the late 19605 as a
karmachari of Bijuli, Adda, that the native,
hatling from Parbat/Myagdi, was enlightenad
about the true wvalue and weight of the
surname!

The Arena and the Bickram/Shumshere Clash
The field below,

Kaiser Mahal, an open, rolling,
undulating gaucharan, was the
school's main  playground —
converted single-handedly with
the Kharpan and Kodalo labour
of Jackson' under the supervision
of Father EL Watrin, then Vice-
Principal and Mullah of the
School's Games.

In that rough, Jackson-built main
plavground, Father Watrin fed the
Senior boys with the hockey diet
during the dry season and football
during the wet season — and, of
course, the Mullah started the
cricket diet in 1958 also!

I cannot remember the month,
but it was in early 1959, and we
were playing hockey in that rough
Jackson-built field. Father Watin,
the Mullah, was the referee. 1
always played as Back, both n
hockey and football Pradip
Shumshere, a good hockey player
and the vounger brother of
another good player, Prajwalla,
was the Forward of my side.
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%ﬂﬂda Bickram was the Back from the other
&, with Vinod Shumshere as his forward.

[ am sure all my classmates; Uddhav S5.0B
Rana, Narayan S Thapa, Basanta N Pradhan,
Dhruba B Thapa, Kaiser Malla, Gautam
Tuladhar, Madhav Joshi, Shiva Singh. Dhruba
Basnet, Lalit B Shah, and me of these 11
aposties of 1959 with no Judas, the first six
named have already lefi for thy kingdom
come, and the remaining five are humbly
awaiting! — must have, as players, seen the
memorable Bickram-Shumshere clash of that
day.

But as memory has faded away, I cannot
remember who was plaving on whose side.
However, like Sanjay two  the blind
Dhrtarashtra in the Mahabharat, T will try to
relate, in short, the Bickram-Shumshere clash
that | saw.

[ did not get to see the preliminary Pradip-
Ananda skirmishes, akin to those of the
Pandavas and Kauravas, which were quite
normmal in hockey on that rough field, and
Pradip, unlike Yudhishthi, was generally not
generous with his opponents. Pradip must
have done something seriously naughty o
raise the temperamre of the generally cool,
sober Ananda,

All that I, as Mahabharat's Sanjay, saw was
the hockey ball being played in midfield and
Pradip casually towards the ball. But then, lo
and behold! An angry Ananda Bickram, with
his hockey stick raised over his head, came
dashing towards the completely unaware
Pradip Shumshere. Sanjay saw Ananda's stick
‘clonking’ on the cranium of Pradip, who
‘clonked’ to the ground!

Memory again fails me as o
what exactly happened then,
Fortunately, Pradip was not that
badly ‘clonked’, but rumours
floated around the school that
Ananda would be rusticated.

It is likely that a tete-a-tete
between the Bickram and
Shumshere parents, both scions
of Bal Narsingh Kunwar, (who
cut into two Sher Bahadur
Shahi, the assassinator of King
Rana Bahadur Shah), satsfied
Father Niesen, the Principal,
and Father Watrin, the referee,

This led 1o the happy ending of
the 1959 Bickram-Shumshere
clash at Godavan!

As of this writing in 2026, sixty
seven years after the epic
Pandava-Kaurava duel, both
gladiators are hale and hearty,
with the Shumshere in England
and the Bickram here in Nepal!

Santa Bahadur Pun
Batch of 1959, 5XJ
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%Is like only yesterday that my late father,
Parshuram Bhagut Mathema, a visionary,
entreprenewr, classical musician, sportsman,
and politician decided that [ should study in an
English-medium school, Having completed his
Intermediate and Bachelor's degrees in India,
he understood the growing importance of
English education. That momentous decision,
made in 1955 seventy years ago, was one of
the greatest gifts he ever gave me.

The day he enrolled me at 5t. Xavier's School
was, In retrospect, an act of remarkable
foresight. From Kindergarten to Standard 4 at
St. Xavier's, Jawalakhel, and Standard § to 10
at Godavan, | received not only an excellent
education but also an ennching expenence
that shaped my character, discipline, and
ambitions.

Those formative years were a blend of rigorous
academics and vibrant extracurricular life. The
Annual Sports Day, Phulchowk Hike, Sunday
walks to Kitmi and Murali Mountain, Glee Club,
and the spelling, essay, and elocution contests
remain deeply etched in my memory. 1 londly
remember playing Duke Senior in As You Like.

It and the convict in The Bishop's Candlesticks,
winning the essay and spelling competitions,
delivering Spartacus to the CGladiators, and
representing my school in the 400-metre race.
I also founded the Junior Red Cross and
served as its first President, besides working as
Student Counctl Secretary and Troop Leader.
These experiences taught me leadership,
responsibility, and compassion. St. Xavier's also
gave me the academic foundation to excel,
leading to distinctions in the Intermediate of
Science (1.5c.), selection for the Colombo Plan
Scholarship, a Bachelor of Architecture with
honours and a Ph.D. in a record 33 months.

Inspired by my Jesuit education, |
dedicated my lile to both
academia professional
practice, | am profoundly grateful
to have served as the first
Program Officer of the
Department of Architecture at the
Institute of Engineering (IoE), and
later as Campus Chief, Dean, and
the first Principal of St. Xavier's
College. | was also inspired to
establish Xavier Academy, found
the Asian Insttute of Technology
and Management (AITM), and
lead international education and
TVET projects in Cambodia, while
working as a consultant in several
countries.

and

As | reflect on these seventy years,
| feel an overwhelming sense of
gratitude—to my [ather, whose
vision set me on this path, and to
the Jesuit Fathers and teachers,
whose selfless dedication has
moulded generations of students.
Contributing to this seventy fifth
Anniversary Souvenir magazine
feels like coming home to the
schoeol that taught me to dream,
to strive, and to serve,

Sriram Bhagat Mathe
Batch of 1965, SXG
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A LIFETIME WITH ST. XAVIER'S:

’ A JOURNEY ACROSS THREE GENERATIONS

some joumeys shape not only our future but also
our 1dentity. My association with St. Xaviers began
with an entrance examination that remains vividly
etched in my memory. As a young boy, 1 was
interviewed and examined by an Amencan Jesuit
Father. I could not have imagined then that this
would mark the beginning of a lifelong
relationship  with an  institution that would
profoundly influence my character, values, and
outlook on life.

My first three years at St. Xavier's were spent in
Grades 4, 5, and 6 at the Godavarl campus.
Boarding school was a world of its own. Living
away from home at a young age taught us
independence, resihence, and responsibility. The
peaceful suwrroundings of Godavari, coupled with
a disciplined daily routine, created an
environment where learning extended far beyond
the classroom.

| was privileged to be taught by Fathers - Coyne,
Downing, and Miller. They were exceptional
educators who believed that true educaton was
about building character as much as achieving
academic excellence. Through their example, they
instilled in us the values of hard work, discipline,
integrity, and service, These lessons have
remained with me throughout my lifte and career.

One of the defining strengths of St Xavier's was its
emphasis on the all-round development of every
student, We were encouraged to participate in
swimming, dancing, elocution, drama, sports, and
social work, These activities nunured confidence,
tearmwork, leadership, and creatwity. Looking
back, [ realized that many of life's most valuable
lessons were learned outside the classroom,

From 1973 to 1977, | studied in
Grades 7 through 10 at the
Jawalakhel campus. Those
years coincided wiath  an
important milestone in  the
school's history. St.  Xavier's
rransitioned from the Senior
Cambridge Examination Board
o MNepal's School Leaving
Certilicate (SLC) system. My
classmates and | had the
chstinction of being the first
SLC graduating batch of St
Xavier's, a proud moment [or
both the school
students.

and its

My own educational journey
was made possible by my
father's remarkable wvision. A
Trans Himalayan businessman,
he had done business in Lhasa
from 1930 1o 1949, after which
he lved in Kalimpong from
1952 to 1961.
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&wing the China-India border dispute in
1962, he relocated to Kathmandu. Although he
never had the opportunity to receive a formal
education himself, he firmly believed that qualiry
education was the greatest inhentance he could
give his children. At one point, four of his
children studied at S5t. Xavier's simultaneously.

That legacy has continued into the next
generation, with one of my sons graduating from
St. Xavier's and the other having studied there.
Our family's association with the school now
spans three generations, something [ cherish
with great pride.

Graduation did not mark the end of my
relationship with St Xavier's. From 1978 to 1987,
I remained actively involved with the Godavari
Alumni  Association. Those were exciting and
energetic years, during which we organised
sports  competitions, spelling contests, guiz
competitions, and drama festivals that
strengthened the bond among Xavierians and
kept alumni connected with the school.

The Intemational Youth Convention in 1985,
where | served as the Secretary, marked a
significant transition. Under the guidance of the
moderator,

Father Watnin, the Alumni Association expanded

its- focus towards broader social service and
community development. While this was a noble
and meaningful direction, many alumni felt that,
over time, the direct relationship between the
Association and the school itself became less
prominent than it had once been. After returning
from the United States in 1995, | renewed my
commitment to 5t Xavier's and s alumni
COmmunity.

[ have had the prvilege of
serving as President of the St
Xavier's Alumni Association
for two terms, and [ presently
serve as the Chairman of the
Board of Trusiees. These
roles have allowed me (o
work alongside dedicated
Xavierians who share a
common desire to preserve
our school's traditions while
preparing it for the future.

Since its establishment in
1951, St. Xavier's has been
recognised for its unwavering
commitment o academic
axcellence and the holisuc
development of s students.
It has consistently sought to
produce graduates who are

not  only  academically
accomphshed  but  also
principled, compassionate,
and socially responsible
leaders. Many  alumni,
however, feel that
maintaining these

exceptionally high standards
has become increasingly
challenging in recent vears.
Rather than wviewing this as
criticism, | see it as an
opportunity for all of us to
contribute towards restoring
and strengthening the
Xavierian tradition of
axcellence.
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aa}n with the American Jesuits no longer
serving in Nepal and the number of Indian
Jesuits also gradually declining, it is only natural
that the alumni step forward to play a greater
role in supporting the school, Those of us who
have benefited from a Xavierian education
have both the responsibility and the privilege of
helping ensure that future generabions receive
the same transformative expenence, This vear,
our alumni community undertook the ambitious
task of raising funds for Xavier Hall in Godavarn.
Together, we successfully raised over Rs. 1.4
crore, a remarkable demonstration of the
generosity, commitment, and enduring affection
that Xavierians have for their alma mater.

As the coordinator of this initiative, 1 draw
immense conlidence from what we have
achieved together. It has reaffirmed my belief
that the alumni community can accomplish
much more. If we unite around a common
purpose, we have the experience, resources,
and passion to make a lasting contribution to
the continued growth and excellence of St
Aavier's,

Today, the Jesuits administer six schools across
Nepal. It is my sincere hope that at least one of
these institutions continues to embody the
original  Xavierian  ideals that inspired
generations of students:  uncompromising
academic standards combined with the holistic
development of young men and women who
excel not only in scholarship but also in sports,
public speaking, the arts, leadership, and
service to society.

St. Xavier's has given us far
more than an education. It
has shaped our character,
broadened our horizons, and
instilled in us the values that
continue to guide our lives,

As alumni, we are not merely
puardians of chenshed
Memories—we are
custodians of a legacy and
partners in shaping its future.
It s now our collective
responsibility to ensure that
future generations of
Aavierians inherit an
institution that is as inspiring
and transformative as the
one we werg fortunate to
experience.

Mahendra Sakya
Batch of 1977, SX3
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Many moons ago, with my parents” blessings
and a stroke of good fortune, 1 entered St
Kavier's, Godavarn, as a young student, Half a
century later, | find myself still woven into the
same family, now as a teacher. Time, indeed,
has a way of moving swiftly.

Looking back, my life here has been nothing
short of a continuous journey of growth. In
an all-boys boarding school, | leamed to
adapt, take responsibility, and flourish
academically, personally, and spiritually.

Time management, independence,
interdependence, teamwork, sportsmanship,
communication, collaboration, and faith
became not just lessons, but lifelong
COMPAnions.

As a young adult, | returned to Godavan as a
prefect, still charting my path. Later, joining
the teaching [laculty opened a deeper
dimension. Guiding students, wilnessing their
development, and nurturing their natural
curiosity sparked in me a profound sense of
purpose, one rooted in cutical thinking,
empowerment, and motivation. Over the
years, my values matured, and I came 1o
realize that lifelong learning carmes a deep
personal calling.

The lively shouts and joyiul chaos of students
transformed into the vibrant sound of
learning. What began as a profession slowly
evolved into a true vocation, an ongoing act
of service.

THEN TO NOW: A GROWTHFUL JOURNEY

Through every season of life;
singlehood, marriage, and
parenthood, 1 continue to feel like
that same young boy who once
stepped onto the grounds of St
Xavier's, Godavari. Each day
refines  those early  lessons,
polishing the wvalues that shape
who | am. Such is the joumey of
life.

Laxman Gurung
Batch of 1985,
Senior Vice Principal, SXG
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If anyone wants to understand what a
"genetically defined” Xaveran is, [ can
proudly vouch to be one. It was simple
genetics: 1 was bom to be a pure Xaverian, as
my dad graduated from St. Xawier's in 1961
and my mother was an English teacher when
she was pregnant with me. As destiny would
have it, 1 was admitted to St Xavier's
Godavan in 1975 under Father Miller—a
prolific POrincipal, well-known figure, and
future distinguished anthropologist of Nepal,
Soon after, Father Coyne took over as

prineipal,

There was a stark contrast in personality
between the two: while both were strict
disciplinarians, Father Miller was an artist and
laureate, whereas Father Coyne brought a
U.S. Marine Corps personality—tough and
uncompromising in his dealings. Under their
supervision and mentorship, my Xaverian
journey began. Later, both of my daughters
graduated from St Xavier's, and my son spent
his foundational vears in this prestigious
institution. To this day, we are all immensely
proud to be Xavenans, and | hope to see my
grandchildren become part of this great
legacy as well,

Nestled at the base of Phulchowld Hill (which
we proudly boasted as one of the highest
peaks in the Kathmandu Valley), St. Xavier's
Godavari taught us to stand tall and strong
from the tender age of five. Winters were
chilly, and we were taught to brave the cold
in blue sweaters and shorts—somenmes even
barefoot—learning early on to appreciate the
simple basics of life

y FEg
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g, ¥ A XAVERIAN THAT HAD TO BE -

= WITH GRATITUDE TO MY ALMA MATER!
"-.h

The food was equally simple:
boiled and scrambled eggs. chapat
(sometimes chillo, twopped with
meat fat), chana, papad, lenuls,
and rice, with a constant craving
for the meat served twice a week,
We appreciated these basics as part
of growing up.

One of the finest aspects of
growing up at St Xaviers was
leaming to balance academics and
athledcs. This balance became
second nature to all of us. We
would wake up for morning drills,
exercise, march past, and assembly,
go to classes, and then eagerly look
forward o the 3:30 PM bell for
"games time". From a very young
age, we were exposed o a wide
range of sports—a touch of
Western influence that made us a
fortunate few in Mepal at the time.
We  learned  kickball (the
foundation for football), throwball
(which taught us the basics of
volleyball), alongside traditional
sports  like basketball, foothall,
roller skating, croquet, swimming,
and handball. Other activities like
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: ﬁl‘.s. high bars, and gymnastics built our
ical capabilities. We were always
mghully occupied.

Beyond sports, we were introduced to
drama, dance, musical instruments,
elocution contests, math and spelling
competitions, Cub Scouts, Scouts, and
treasure hunts. Each class had its signature
event; for instance, in Grade 5, we
organized "The Greatest Show on Earth”
(featuring circus and acrobatics) alongside
a production of Hansel and Gretel. We
were also immersed in traditonal folk
music and dance. [ still vividly remember
performing an improvised Bhangra dance
(later incorporating khukuris) in Class 6 in
front of the Queen at the Roval Palace—a
performance that earned us high praise.

This vibrant culture continued mto our
senior years once we transitioned to St
Xavier's Jawalakhel We all looked
lorward to becoming day scholars and
wearing the iconic sky-blue shirts and
white trousers (a unique combination that
made us look sharp in front of our
neighbors at St. Mary's). The 3:30 PM
games tme continued, though team
names shifted from animals (Lions, Tigers,
Panthers...) o color codes (Gold, Blue,
Silver...). Natrally evervone boasted
about having or hoping w have a
girlfiend at the girls' school next door
(coincidentally, my wife is a St. Mary's
alumna),

In reflection, we may have been average
students compared to those elsewhere
who purely memonzed textbooks to pass
the School Leaving Certificate (referred to
as the "iron gate" back then).

But St, Xavier's developed us into
well-rounded  individuals ready to
face life's changing challenges, Early
guidance on respecting women as
future mothers and treating everyone
equally, regardless of caste or
creedwas deeply ingrained in our
upbringing. long before "gender
mainstreaming’ and "social inclusion”
became trendy terminology. [ am
deeply grateful to this institution for
making me who [ am today:
professionally grounded, successful, a
devoted son and father, and still
active in spors (regularly playing
weekend football with my fellow
Kaverians),

To sum it up, | am a proud, fun-
lovang, patiotic, well-rounded, and
responsible Xavenan. | owe endless
gratitude to this nstitution, to which [
will forever be indebted for the
lessons and experiences that taught
me to “Live for God and Lead for
MNepal.”

Sanjay Karki
Batch of 1986, 5XG
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}I.I'I}' story at St, Xavier's began when | entered
Class 5 in Godavari, but the journey that shaped
me as a Xavienan started even before that.
Before enrofling, 1 was wvisiting St Xavier's
CGodavan with my parents when during the
school tour, | witnessed a one-act play at the
Godavari Hall. It was performed by students
younger than me who were on stage, giving
speeches, performing, singing, and dancng—
things that | had no courage whatsoever to do.

I remember being in disbelief, and also in fear,
thinking [ would never have the courage to do
anything like that in life. That was my first
impression of 5t Xavier's; too smart, too
confident, too progressive, and almost a little too
intimidating.

| was bom in Germany and moved to Nepal at
the age of eight in the early 1980s. Since
German was the only language | spoke, 1 was
homeschooled for a vear to get the hang of the
basics of Nepali before getting enrolled at
Shahid Dharma Bhakta Madhyamik Vidyalaya,
the only school that accepted me with my
limited Mepali speaking and writing skills.

After two years at Shahid Dharma Bhakta, [ was
finally ready to transfer to another schoal. |
overcame the wall of "parvayavachi shabda” in
the entrance exam for St Xavier's Godavan,
and the view f[rom the top of that wall
foreshadowed the unforgentable journey that
would follow:

My two years in Godavan were magical. They
taught me independence, autcnomy, and the
ability 1o carry mysell, Those lessons have staved
with me, even now, at hfty

MY XAVERIAN STORY

[ remember them helping me
overcome my fear of the stage
and giving me the confidence 1o
act, speak, and participate—
something [ do extremely well at
this stage in life, or so [ believe,

Recently, there has been a huge
surge in discussions on opics
related to religious conversion
and the contnbution of Christian
schools to that narrative,
However, after spending eight
vears at St. Xavier's, all the way
through St. Xavier's College, this
idea was a foreign concept,
introduced to me only during my
time at university overseas. Yes,
we prayed during assemblies and
meals, but | see those moments
as expressions of structure and
discipline, not coercion.

[ remained Hindu because what
the Jesuit Fathers gave us were
values, not religion. This 1s why |
have immense respect for the
Fathers who came to Nepal in
the 19508, because the
foundation they laid  has
withstood the test of time.
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'ﬂ?ynﬂ dearly. Rest in peace. Despite giving me so

remember Fr Donnelly, Fr Downing, and Fr

much, my school didn't prepare me for one thing
—women. After all, attending an all-boys school
has its own repercussions. But everything else—
the character-building, the worldview, the
grounding—>5t. Xavier's gave me it all. And to
every young Xavierian today, [ want to say this:
“You've been piven a strong foundation. What
you do with that is your choice. Use it well, use it

This place does not teach you to
use a tool; it teaches vou o
create one. Once St Xavier's
becomes your alma mater,
remember to give back. That is
what community truly means
and what keeps this legacy alive.

“Once a Xaverian, Always a
Xaverian!"

positively, and the world wall fall into place. It
might sound cliché and philosophical, but at its

core, it means this: you've been in good hands. Krishna Bikram Shah

Batch of 1992, 5XG

LIVE FOR GOD AND LEAD FOR NEPAL

Having spent my childhood and early
adulthood as a student of St. Xavier's Godavari,
St. Xavier's Jawalakhel, and St. Xawier's
Maitighar—then as an alumnus, and now as a
pareni—| feel deeply privileged to have been
part of the St Xavier's family for forty years.
Reminiscing about the past, thousands of

memaories dance through my mind. Members of the W'E:-EH}' winning

team received posteards, and any
team that accumulated five
weekly awards eamned a bonus
group picnic in the nearby forest
he picnic menu was always the
same, but beloved: Buns and
Takura juice! Winners of poetry
and essay competitions
rewarded with comic books—
with the luckiest receiving Archies
comics. The most unexpected

St. Xavier's Godavari: The Hostel Days

St. Xavier's Godavari meant hostel life. Strict
daily routines—covering evernything from
morning  wake-up calls, physical drills, and
mealtimes to evening storytime, co-curncular
activities, and lights-out—greatly shaped our
sense of discipline, Anyone who attended
Godavari will forever recall the infamous
"Donkey Stick” and the consequences it brought
to those who frequented it. The best part of
those days was Br. Karpenski's craft workshop, prize | ever won was as champion
where we crafted wooden trucks, horses, of the annual swimming
chairs, and toys. What made SXG truly amazing competition: a ride in the car of

was that there were prizes for everything, the chief guest. who was U.S.
Ambassador at the time!

WwWers




guests, such as Queen Elizabeth I and the

ﬁ King of Spain during their visits to the

Botanical Garden, remain vivid memories.
Qur principal back then, Fr Donnelly, was a
huge sports enthusiast, Thanks to him, as
Class 6 students, we got to watch all the
1990 World Cup football matches live on TV
—even in the middle of the night.

St. Xavier's Jawalakhel:
School Years

Moving from Godavan to Jawalakhel was a
major transition: from junior school to high
school, from boarder 10 day scholar, from
blue trousers and a white shirt to white
trousers and a blue shirt, and from a strictly
English-speaking environment o a campus
with no language restrictions. Bicycles were
the most common mode of wransport, while
those who commuted by bus rode in the
blue Sajha buses hired by the school. Fr
Coyne’s morning assemblies in the courtyard
of the old Durbar building created lasting
memories. Fr Bill Robins seemed 1o be
everywhere—he attended Nepah classes
alongside us, taught us Physics, pushed us to
our limits on the sports field, and showed us
planets through his telescope from the
school roof at night, Computers were still in
their infancy back then, and 1 learned 1o
type on his IBM machine.

The High

Returning as a Parent

Shifting roles from student to parent has
been a bittersweet expenence. What was
once an all-boys school 5 now co-
educational, complete with new buildings
and a updated school uniform. Yet, the
school gate remains the same, as does the
roundabout. The bougainvillea n  the
courtyard still blossoms, and the goalposts
and basketball courts in the back field look
unchanged.

Om Sir is still coaching the school
football team, and Nirmal Sir still
hosts the school fete bingos. Every
school program still opens with "5t.
Xavier's, St. Xavier's... gyana ko
batti balideu..."—and even today,
Parents' Night feels incomplete
unless at least one class performs a
dance to Gopal Yonzon's iconic
song, "Paschim kohi purba ghar...
aagan tara eutal ho!" Above all, the
most enduring element has been
the core wvalues instilled by St
Xavier's and passed down across
Eenerations.

The Xavierian Spirit in Action
In 2020, I appeared for the Public
Service Commission (Lok Sewa)
examination for a single open
position as Joint Secretary to the
Government of Nepal (11th Level).
At the tume, | was an 8th Level
officer, making me a cdear
underdog among the candidates—
a win would mean a rare triple
promotion [or me, whereas other
applicants were already at the 10th
Level. During the interview; after
several routine questions, one of
the panel members asked why an
alumnus of St. Xavier's was still
serving in Nepal—and  in
government service, no less.
Without a second thought, the
answer sprang naturally to my
mirc

“That is what 5t Xavier's tought me
—to Live for God and Lead for

Nepal.”

Robin Basnet
Batch of 1995, 5XJ
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Looking back on my years at St. Xavier's Schoaol,
Jawalakhel, fills me with immense pride and
gratitude. Having siudied there from Class one
1o ten, | can truly say that those ten years laid
the foundation for who | am today.

[ was always passionate about sports and
actively involved in extracuwrricular activities—
whether it was Scouts, Sports Day, Parents' Day,
One-Act and Three-Act plays, or Xavier's Day.
These were the highlights we eagerly
anticipated each year—moments that brought
learning to life and helped us grow beyond the
classroom.

The teachers, Jesuit Fathers, and Jesuit
volunteers at St. Xavier's were truly exceptional,
They were more than educators; they were
mentors, guides, and friends who dedicated
themselves to shaping young minds. Many of us
remain connected with them even today,
cherishing their guidance and wisdom. We
fondly remember those who have passed away,
whose legacy continues to inspire us. Their
tireless commitment, patience, and care left a
lasting impact on all of us and instilled in us
values of discipline, compassion, and service.

Cur tips to HMI Darjeeling, and the
mentorship we recetved from these incredible
educators left a lifelong impression on me. The
Jesuit education system, rooted in forming “men
for others,” continues to be my moral compass.
Though 5t. Xavier's was a boys' school during
my tume, its influence continues through my
own family. I now have two daughters, and |
often share stories of my Xaviers days—the
camaraderie, the wvalues, and the spimt that
shaped us.

75 YEARS, COUNTLESS MEMORIES

For the past eight vears, | have
remained closely connected with
my -alma mater through our
Saturday Football Club, where
Senior  Xavierans from  various
batches gather to play on the
same back field where so many
memories were made, It's not just
a game; it's a way of keeping our
Xawieran spirt alive.

As St Xavier's celebrates seventy
glonous vears of excellence, 1 [eel
deeply honoured 1o be part of its
legacy. The Jesuit Fathers,
volunteers, and our remarkable
teachers have transformed
countless lives, mine included.

Whatever | am today, [ owe to
their education, mentorship, and
the values | received within the
red-bricked walls of our beloved
St. Xavier's School.

Pawan Rizal
Batch of 1995 , 5XJ
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It feels like a lifetime ago—1985, 1o be exact—
when [ first stepped onto the grounds of St
Xavier's Jawalakhel as a Grade 1 student. Back
then, the lush green backfield didn't just feel like a
playground; it felt like a humongous, endless
kingdom where every game of [ootball was a
World Cup final.

[ stll remember the unique silence and the echoing
footsteps while walking through the corridors of
our iconic Rana-era buildings. There was a certain
welght 1o those walls, a sense of history and
discipline that quietly seeped into us.

By the time | graduated in 1995, those halls had
done more than just educate me; they had built the
foundation of the man [ was to become.

Today, my life is defined by precision. As a Senior
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon at the MNational
Trauma Center, specializing in joint replacement
surgeries, | spend my days restoring mobility and
“fiving” frames.

But I've always believed that while | may fix the
bones, it was my Jesuit education that gave me my
backbone. The values of “living for others™ and the
gnt I leamed at SXJ are the real wols | camy into
the operating theatre every moming.

The most beautiful part of this journey, however, 1s
seeing the cycle continue. This year, as our school
celebrates its seventy fifth Anniversary, the pride 1
feel is doubled. My older son graduated from SXJ
just this year, and my younger son is still walking
the same lush green backfield, finding his own
path.

WALKING THE CORRIDORS OF TIME:
A LEGACY IN BLUE AND WHITE

A lot has changed now. The old
buildings are gone. There is no
more iconic  blue-and-white
school dress, but the spint of
being a Xavierian remains a
lifelong badge of honour,

Happy seventy-lifth Anniversary,
St. Xavier's! Here's to many
more decades of excellence and
seTvice.

Dr. Rishi Bista

Batch of 1995, SXJ

Senior Consultant
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Mational Trauma Center, NAMS




MY XAVERIAN STORY

It was a crisp, chilly April moming in 1995
—my first day in Class 1 at St. Xavier's
Godavari. 1 recall the warmth of the room
as the sun's rays peeked through the
windows onto our little hands, the wooden
floor thudding beneath our black leather
shoes, and the cozy, secure feeling of the
navy-blue sweaters and blazers.

[ was too young to appreciate then that |
was part of a unique chapter in the
institution’s history. It was the year that our
school became co-ed alter more than four
decades of being an all-boys school.

On the first day, everyvone in my class was
quiet—we were new, didn't know each
other, and were on our best behaviour. But
as ume went on, we became more
comfortable and, sometimes, naughty, as
children do.

I enjoved walking through the wide green
fields of the school compound, running
through the comdors, bouncing
basketballs, skating (when 1t was still
allowed), and swimming. [ wvividly
remember the feeling of togethermness
when, every morning, we sang the school
songs in assembly

Every day, we shared a simple yet varied
lunch—eggs, beaten rice, daalmoth,
chiura, chapatis and wvegetables, and
Rumba noodles—a kind of potluck with
frends sitting together on the green grass,
forming a circle in front of Faber Hall, |
recall kicking the plum trees 1o make the

ripe

| was the school team captain for
the Jaguars'. It was an immense
privilege 1o lead my team during
Sports Days. 1 recall racing on the
tracks of the 'big field’ and winning
medals and trophies that made my
family proud.

Durmg the annual function days,
the students competed with the
teachers—always coming close to
winning, but never quite doing so.

Looking back, being part of the first
co-2d batch and holding the senior-
most position for five vears wasn't
just a ttle—it was an experience
that laught  me resilience,
leadership, and fendship. These
memaories aren't just stories; they are
pieces of who [ am todaw.

In my curfent employment as a
development worker, my work
focuses on  the wellbeing of
underprivileged communities and
individuals.

i
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.?qprcwid{-:t! the foundation that helped me
become who | am and brought me to
where | am today,

MNow, as a mother of a young girl, I am
hopeful that my little one will someday be
fortunate enough to be a part of this
amazing institution, create her own stories,
and build the foundations for a life of
service dedicated to making this world a

Arishma Shrestha

better place for all, Batch of 1995/1996 to 2006, SXG

FROM ST. XAVIER'S TO ST. MICHAEL'S:
MY JOURNEY WITH PURPOSE

It all began thirty years ago. The year was
1995 when [ stepped into Grade one at St
Xavier's School, Godavari—a vyoung child
with a schoolbag, away from the comfort of
home and family ready to begin a new
journey. Little did 1 know what was in store
tor me. From Godavari to St. Xavier's School,
Jawalakhel, for Grades seven to ten, and then
to St. Xaviers College, Maitighar, for my
Intermediate in Science, [ spent twelve
formative years within the Xavierian family.
Those years did more than educate me; they
shaped who [ am.

St Xavier's taught me how to learn, but more
importantly, how to live. It wasn't limited to
academics; it was something beyond that. We
were  taught compassion, discipline, and
resilience, and to face the world with
confidence and integrity.
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The lessons learned on the
playgrounds, in assemblies,
during debates, and
through sports have staved
with me throughout my
journey. The school's motto
—"Live for God, Lead for
Nepal"—was not just a set
of words: it became a
compass, gently guiding my
choices even when the path
ahead lelt uncenain,



To my parents, whose sacrifice,
faith, and strength carried me

2= I went on to pursue my MBBS from
t{[{athmandu University, followed by

joining the Nepal Police as a Medical
Doctor in 2014, where 1 was
commissioned as an Inspector. Police
basic training tested me physically and
mentally, and [ was able to excel in it
earning the overall All-Rounder Award.

That moment reaffirmed something I had
long believed, the foundation laid during
my school years—mental toughness,
teamwork, balance, and discipline—had
prepared me well.

My journey continued with an MD in
Anesthesiclogy from the Institute of
Medicine, Tribhuvan University Teaching
Hospital, alongside continued service at

Nepal Police Hospital.

Today, 1 am pursuing a Fellowship in
Trauma Neuro-Anesthesia and Neuro-
Critical Care at St. Michael's Hospital,
Toronto, a Level 1 Trauma Centre
affiliated with the University of Toronto.
Working in a world-renowned institution
has been an honour and an opportunity
1o further my medical career.

Looking back. the journey from 5t
Xavier's to St. Michael's would not have
been possible without the unwavering
support of many. I owe my utmost respect
and love to my family, my teachers, and
my friends.

this far, thank you To my
teachers, who always saw the
potential in me and helped
shape me, thank you.

To my friends, who shared
classrooms, laughter, struggles,
dreams, victories, and painful
defeats, thank wyou for being
there,

And lastly, to my wife, Riya, and
my son, Aarayv, you have been
my strength and my anchor |
thank you for standing beside
me through thick and thin.

Be it the chapati roti that still
runs in my blood, nail-biting
football matches during the
Marshal Moran Cup, hiking to
Fhulchowki, or skating down
the lanes of Godavari, thess
memories will forever bring a
smile to my face.

| ook forward to returning
home after completing my
fellowship, carrying forward the
values with which [ began: to
Live for God and to Lead for
Nepal.

Dr. Abinash Dhaoj Joshi, MD
Batch of 2005, 5XJ

St. Michael's Hospital, University of

Toronto
Ontario, Canada
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Recently, while celebrating the wenty-fifth
anniversary of when my batch first started Grade
one, [ was reminded of where we began and just
how far we have come. We had all reinvented
ourselves multiple times owver, wvet the core
principles instilled within the walls of St. Xavier's
remain our constant anchor.

Even with our differing opinions and life paths, |
could see a common thread that bound us all: a
deep-seated  commitment to  honesty  and
compassion. In a world where the content and
discourse on social media create a constant chorus
of clashing wvalues, you will inevitably have to
decide which of your own wvalues are non-
negotiable.

This commitment 10 character wasn't just taught in
the abstract. It was supported by a second, equally
important hallmark of 5t. Xavier's, its insistence on
locking beyond the grades. The school's focus on
holistic development was its true strength. We
weren't pushed to excel only in academics or
sports, but to become well-rounded individuals. |
remember the freedom of explorning different after-
school activities every vear, from creative writing (o
the keyboard club.

The only keyboard I've used in the last decade is
the one connected to my PC or the on-screen one
on my phone, But at that time, my teacher’s calm
method of breaking the twne down into small,
patient steps taught me a lasting lesson in
perseverance. This encouragement to experiment
allowed us to decide which interests we wanted to
welcome into our own identities, without pressure.
The school provided the opportunities, but the
onus of exploring them was always ours—an early
and important lesson in personal agency.

THE YALUES THAT STAY

QOur jobs, academic pursuits,
and even hobbies will
inevitably change, Today, | see
a clear parallel between the
various characters [ play—as a
son, a husband, a friend, a
product manager, an
occasional singer—and the list
of subjects on an old school
report card. Some roles may
require more focus than others
at different omes, but what
matters most is the character
of the person playing these
characters. My values have
taken a long time to develop,
but St. Xavier s undoubtedly
set me on the right course,

Sincerity gives you a clear
conscience. Compassion helps
you connect with others, and
knowing vour wvalues builds
self-esteem. These are vital
ingredients for achieving that
peace of mind which, for me,
15 worth more than all the
excellence, achievement,
possessions, or status in the
world.
Milkchil Ratna Shakya
Batch of 2009, SXJ




i
St. Xavier's High School is more than just a
schoal to me—it is where my roots belong. As
a proud member of the SXJ Batch of 2010, |
never imagined that one day [ would return
not as a student, but with a mission to give
back to the institution that shaped my
knowledge, values, and character.

Currently, | work as a Lead BResearcher at
Mepal Cycle Society, a non-profit organization
promoting  sustainable  mobility  Alter
completing my Master's in  Development
Studies at Kathmandu University School of
Arts—with a focus on mobility behavior and
the promotion of walking, cycling, and public
transportation—I always carried a dream: o
collaborate with a school to launch a "Cycle to
School" campaign as a practical response (o
urban climate change.

For a long time, that dream remained just an
idea due to my busy schedule. However, one
question persisted: Where should 1 begin? The
answer felt natural—my own alma mater, St.
Xavier's. | reached out to Juna Ma'am from
the 5XJ Alumni Association, not with a grand
proposal, but with a simple intention: to return,
share my knowledge, and start a meaninghul
conversation with students.

The Beginning of the Initiative

On May 27, 2024, [ finally returned to St
Xavier's to conduct an awareness session for
students in Crades eight, nine, and ten. Under
the theme “Change Starts with YOU," | spoke
about the health, environmental, and
economic benefits of cycling. Approximately
five hundred forty students participated,
leaming how active mobility can help address
climate change.

TWO WHEELS, ONE FUTURE:
LEADING CLIMATE ACTION AT ST. XAYIER'S

We also recognized students who
were  already cycling  regularly;
seven of them received reflective
jackets sponsored by Panchike as a
token of encouragement. Seeing
their confidence and pride was

deeply inspiring.

Celebrating World Bicycle Day
On June 3, 2024, we celebrated
World Bicycle Day at school. Many
students were unaware of this
global observance, which made
the event even more interactive
and meaningful.  Seventeen
students from Grades 7 to 10
cycled to school that day. Their
excitement served as a reminder
that cycling is not only a climate
solution, but also a jovful and

EMpowerng expenence.
Skill Building and
Infrastructure Development

In July 2024, in collaboration with
the SXJ FOZ Cub and the SXI
Alumni Association, we organized
a basic coyding skills and
maintenance workshop for Grade
six students.
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Led by cycling expert Uttam Manandhar from

T-'ﬁLm:mi Cycle Center, the workshop trained forty

“students in  essential nding and  repair
techniques. Interactive activities like the Slow
Cycle Race made the session lively, and it was
wonderful o see  teachers participating
alongside students.

As more students began cycling, the need for
proper infrastructure became clear. Thanks (o
financial support from the Batch of 1992, a
dedicated cycle stand was constructed near
the school entrance—marking one of the most
meaningful milestones of this journey. The
facility was inaugurated on September 21,
2024, in celebration of World Car-Free Day,
and named the "Fr Miller Memorial Cycle
Stand” in loving memory of Fr Casper J.
Miller, my optional English teacher from Class
six, On the same day, we hosted a short cycle
rally that brought together one hundred and
eighty nine students from Classes three 1o
twelve., Seeing such widespread participation
filled me with immense pride and hope.

The Birth of The Big Wheels Club

The posiive response from  students
encouraged me to look beyond one-time
events. To sustain momentum, we established
a permanent cycling club for swdents in
Classes 6 through 10: The Big Wheels Club.
Initally, 1 was unsure how many students
would show interest, but over fifty applied to
join, This overwhelming response reflecied a
growing awareness of and enthusiasm for
sustainable mobility. Now, as The Big Wheels
Club approaches its first anniversary, [ feel
deeply grateful. With the support of my team—
cyclists Rabindra Bajracharya, Manju Shakva,
and Sulochana Maharjan, alongside Uttam
Manandhar and Laxmi Shrestha from Laxmi
Cycle Center, and the SXJ Alumni—we have
strengthened the school’s cycling culture and
mnfrastructure,

Today, seeing more students cycle
to school reassures me that even
small interventions can inspire long-
lasting behavioral change.

Cycling Toward a Better Future
For me, active mobility 15 about far
more  than transportation—it  is
about  health, environmental
responsibility, and CONSCIOUS
decision-making. Walking and

cycling improve physical and
mental well-being, reduce air
pollution, and lower carbon

emissions. Al a time when climate
change increasingly affects our
daily lives, how we choose to travel
becomes a powerful form of
climate action.

Students are the future leaders of
pur society. The habits they form
today will shape  healthier
communities and a cleaner
environment tomorrow. | strongly
believe that if we choose o walk
more, cycle more, and use public
transport more, we can collectively
create lasting, positive change.

After all, change truly starts
with YOU.

Rubin Singh Maharjan
Batch of 2010, SX3
Lead Researcher,
Mepal Cycle Society




MY JOURNEY IN ST. XAVIER'S

\
Looking back at my school yvears, | realize they
were some of the most ransformative and
memorable days of my life. Whenever | am asked
about it, I always mention that it was my school
that helped me become who | am today. What
stands out most to me is how involved | was in
extra-curricular activilies—sports, plays,
compettions, and cultural events. Each one felt
like a new adventure and gave me memories that |
still carry with me.

I ecan wvividly remember the exciternent before
going on stage during school plays, the nervous
laughter shared with classmates, and the feeling of
being part of something bigger than myself. Those
activities were not just pastimes; they helped shape
my confidence and creativity.

Among the many people who made my school life
meaningful, Hemant Sir will always hold a special
place in my heart. His encouragement and wisdom
made me believe in myself at times when |
doubted myself. Alongside my teachers, my two
closest mends, Daisy and Smnti, were my pillars of
jov. Together, we laughed endlessly at silly jokes,
created nside stories that only we understood, and
found comfort in knowing we had each other. The
funny little moments—the ones that seemed small
at the tme—are the ones | cherish the most now.

My greatest personal challenge during those years
was finding my wveoice. | started out shy and
hesitant, but slowly, through participating in
different activities and wiath the suppon of those
around me, | became more outspoken and
confident, That growth is one of my proudest
achievements.
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To those walking the halls of
my school today, my advice
15 simple: do anything and
everything you can while you
are here, Join activities, try
out for events, talk 1o new
people, take risks, and don't
hold back.

These wears are the
foundation of who you will
become, and the more you
embrace them, the more
stones, growth, and
friendships vou will carry
with you long after you
leave.

Shraddha Prasai
Batch of 2071, 5X3J



% Writing for the seventy-fifth Anniversary

Souvenir Magazine 5 a humbling
opportunity to look back at the roots that
nurtured my growth, When [ first walked
through the gates of St. Xavier's School,
Jawalakhel, the taghne “Live for God,
Lead for Nepal® felt ike a grand, distant
ideal. Today, after vears in the legal
profession, | realize it was a quiet
promise | was making to my [uture self—
a commitment to a life defined by service
rather than mere sucocess,

My journey as an advocate has been
shaped less by the titles [ hold and more
by the moral compass that was
calibrated during my time in school, We
were raised on a set of Honor Codes that
taught us to care for our community, to
value truth above all, and to remain
humble in the face of achievement. In
the often contentious world of litigation,
where the pressure {0 win can be
overwhelming, | constantly find myself
returning to those quiet lessons of
kindness and cooperation. St Xavier's
taught me that the law is not just a tool
for competition, but a vehicle for social
justice and the common good.

The school's mission to form "men and
women for others" became the internal
anchor of my career, Whether navigating
complex commercial disputes or
providing legal counsel to government
institutions, [ feel a deep-seated
responsibility to act with the integrity
expected of us as students. The school
didn't just teach me how to analyze a
syllabus; it taught me how to evaluate

REFLECTIONS OF A XAYERIAN LAWYER

the world through a well-formed
conscience. [ am filled with
profound gratitude for the teachers
who mentored us. They taught us
to view our education not as a
personal trophy, but as a gift to be
used in service of our country. Any
professional  milestone 1 have
reached 15 simply a reflechon of
that foundation.

[ have leamed that to truly "Lead
for Mepal® as a Xaverian means 1o
stand up for what is fair, to treat
every individual with dignity, and
to remain a lifelong student of
truth. As we celebrate this historic
seventy-fifth vear, | carry this spirit
with me, striving to ensure that my
work in the legal field remains a
"good turn" for the human
community. | am a lawyer by trade,
but I am forever a Xaverian by the
values that guide my heart.

Abhisek Sitaula
Batch of 2014, SXJ
Advocate




HONORING 75 YEARS OF GREATNESS:
A XAVIERIAN'S PERSPECTIVE

As we celebrate the seventy fifth
anniversary of 5t. Xavier's School, | find
myself reflecting on the profound
impact this institution has had on my
life.

| have treasured memories, priceless
experiences, and a profound sense of
thankiulness for belonging 1o this
prestigious community as a proud
Xavierian.

St. Xavier's has been more than just a
schiool, 11 has been a loving
environment where friendships last a
lifetime and character is developed.
The school's philosophy, which has its
roots in the Jesuit tradition, emphasizes
the walue of education for both
individual achievement and societal
advancement. This all-encompassing
approach has molded me into the
person | am now by instilling in me the
virtues of honesty, empathy, and
fortitude.

| had the chance to participate In a
variety of extra-curncular activities
while | was a student, which was very
important to my personal development.

Every expenience | had, whether it was
competing in school speech contests,
joining the environment club, or
representing the school in interschool
competiions, taught me the value of
perseverance, tearmwork, and
leadership.

My relationship with St. Xawer's
continued after | graduated. |
started participating actively in the
SKJ Alumni Association, a lively
group committed 1o preserving the
ties that bind us all.

Among the noteworthy occasions
is the yearly Alumni Meet, which
provides a [antastic chance for
former students to reunite and
remember their school days. In
order to help and inspire the next

generation, the alummni
organization also hosts mentorship
programs and workshops.

Being part of the SXJ Alumni has
enriched my life in countless ways.
[ have been able to nerwork with
other graduates who are all doing
well in their areas and gain insight
from their expenences.

The common dedication 1o
improving society and the feeling
of community have been incredibly
motivating.
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One of the most rewarding expenences was

-"%c:ttabm'ating On COMMunity Service projects,
which not only benefited those in need but also
reinforced the values instilled in us during our
time at St Xavier's. These initatives have
taught me the importance of giving back and
the power of collective action in creating
meaningiul change.

Ty the current students and future generations
of Xaverians, | offer a few words of adwvice.
Whether it is extra-curricular or academic,
seize any chance that presents itself. Finally, let
the values of 5t Xavier's—excellence, service,

As you embark on your journey,
strive 1o be agents of positive
change in the world, camrying
forward the legacy of this
remarkable institution.

In celebrating seventy five yvears of
St. Xavier's School, we honor the
past, celebrate the present, and
look forward to a bright and
promising future.

Here's 1o many more years of
shaping young minds and building

and compassion, guide you n all your a better world!
endeavors.
Kripa Shakya
Batch of 2014-5XG
Batch of 2016- 5XJ
GOOD OLD DAYS

When [ first walked through the gates of St
Xavier's Jawalakhel in Grade five, 1 was timid,
quiet, and unsure of mysell. 1 came from a much
smaller school and was definitely overwhelmed.

The first cyele test confirmed that feeling |
scored 17 out of 30 on my Social Studies exam. [
remember stanng at the paper, surprised more
than disappointed. 1 had never scored that low
before, Two cycle tests later, [ scored 30 out of
0. 1 still don't fully know how it happened, but
for one day, | was the talk of the own—by
“town,” | mean Grade 5. What [ could not have
known then was that 5XJ would become the
place where | leamned not just how to study, but
how to show up for others and for myself,

Life at SXJ extended far beyond acadernics.
Academics mattered, but so did character
Morning prayers, the honour codes, and a
culture that encouraged reflection slowly shaped
the way | thought and acted.

Helpfulness was never treated as
an extra-curricular virtue; it was
woven into daily ife, Whether it
was classmates supporting one
another, teachers making time
beyond the cdassroom, or
students  organizing  donation
drives for communities in need,
service felt natural, not forced.
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XJ also pushed me beyond my comfort zone.
adership opportunities came early and often. |
learned to speak up, take responsibility, and lead
with empathy. Sports, including tennis, gave me
confidence and discipline in a setting where
such oppornunities were rare.

Friendships formed in the classroom, backfields,
and corridors grew into lifelong bonds. To this

day, the people I turn to first are my friends from
SKJ.

By the time | stood on stage in Grade 10 to
deliver the farewell speech on behalf of my class,
I realized how much | had changed. The boy
who once avoided the spotlight now found
meaning in representing others.

The impact of 5XJ did not end at graduation.
Two summers ago, | decided to build a library at
a government school in Kathmandu. had a plan.
Bevond that, mostly uncertainty. What | did have
was faith in the Xavierian community,

That faith was rewarded. Members of the 5XJ
community donated hundreds of books simply
because a fellow Xavienan was trying to give
back.

Years afler graduating, people still showed up.
That moment made something very clear 1o me:
SXJ does not just educate students; it builds a
lifelong commitment (o community.

Today, 1 am studying on a full scholarship at a
great liberal arts college in the US and preparing
to work this summer at a global consulting firm. |
do not see these as standalone achievements,
but as reflections of the foundation SXJ gave me.

The habits [ rely on, the way |
approach challenges, and the
instinct o keep leaming and
helping others were shaped
long before these milestones,

in classrooms and corridors at
S,

From a quiet Grade 5 student
to someone stving to make
meaninghul contributions
beyond himself, my journey
has been shaped at every step
by St Xavier's Jawalakhel.

It gave me direction,
community, and purpose, Most
importantly, it taught me to
measure success not by how
far I po alone, but by how
much | can give back along the
way.

Looking back, 1 can say this
with complete certainty: the
tme | spent at SXJ was the
best chapter of my life.

Adhip Adhikari
Batch of 2020, 5XJ




UNA PALOMA BLANCA
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‘ﬁpﬂiﬂtﬂlﬂ'plﬂinﬁ, we must be at the

mountains, and to paint the mountains, we
must be at the plains”, - Goethe

It is inherently impossible to acknowledge the
tue value of 5t. Xavier's School while still
studying at the educational mstitute.

The value of this school, systemically, from an
outsider’s perspective is merely based on its
pure educational capacity and s language
proficiency.

Even as a student studying in this institute, we
focus on the externalities, the grammar, the
discipline.

Howewver, as the quote penned by Goethe, the
true value of this school, at 1ts crucifix, 1s only
felt by those who have long graduated from
the schoaol's systems.

To elaborate, the introverted child who feared
speaking, who feared being seen, who feared
the world, was now leading the school as the
school captain in her final years.

I could never have dreamed of the change |
would expernence,

I entered as someone who hesitated to speak,
preferred observation, and didnt know the
sound of her own voice.

Yet along the way that changed. In my final
vears, | became what my younger self could
only dream of, 1 became the school captain.

Even now, as an alumna, [ find
myself appreciating those years
more than | did while living
them.

SXJ was more than an academic
instifution; 1t faught me to
approach walls not as limits, but
rather obstacles, and 1o always
break through them.

You see the world as you are,
and SXJ builds the character of
a person with such depth that
we fail to realize our growth
bevond it,

As an active member of the
Alumni, [ cherish the place
where [ spent my childhood, the
lessons it taught, and the
perspectives it showed,

The Experience of 5t. Xavier's
achool, In two words, is
foundational guidance,
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ﬁ!"ﬁm other institute will build a child, readily That quote by Goethe, to me,

capable to handle all of life's challenges as
effectively as this. Students don't  limit
themselves to the canvas, they grow beyond
it. Perhaps that is why it is difficult to
recognize its full value while still within it.

You are too close to the painting to see the
picture it is forming.

feels deeply personal because
when [ stepped foot outside the
premises of our school and
looked back, | realized that | had
always been atop a mountain,
even if I didn't comprehend it.

Rajeshmi Shrestha
Batch of 2022 , 5XJ

THE BELL NEVER STOPS RINGING
AND THE SONGS NEVER END

School is a second home, and its people
are a part of the family. It all sounds like a
nice dialogue In a movie, but after
spending crucial years of one’s life here, it
becomes nothing but the truth.

Being a part of this family gave me more
than just knowledge from books or
putting pen to paper; it gave not only me
but everyone the identity of a Xaverian,
along with the values and beliefs of being
a better individual—or, as we say, "people
for others.”

That staterment always stuck with
me because it is so simple, yet
meaningful enough to capture
the essence of what it means to
be a Xaverian.
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Every time [ reminisce about my time in
school, the very first thing [ remember is the
morning assembly, when everyone would
recite the mission statement in unison and
sing the school songs at the top of our lungs
{or sing them wrong).

All of it seemed pointless while [ stood there
with my friends, but now it makes sense and
serves as a reminder to everyone of where
we come from and the values we must
uphold.

To carry on with these values and to keep
myself and others connected to the school, |
joined the SXJ Alumni. In the beginning,
when | had just joined, it seemed like just
another event crganizing team.

Howewver, after working on multiple events,
it became clear that it was much more than
just conducting projects or hosting events,

It is about bringing our people together and
working with everyone to keep our beliefs
alive and to honor who we are.

The most lovely part about being active in
the alumni is that the family aspect becomes
real; everyone grows closer to one another,
and every event starts feeling like a family
gathenng where everyone loves to  sit
together and catch up on each other's lives.

Even if just one person is missing, it starts 1o
feel incomplete.

What 1 really love about our
culture is that whether you are in a
classroom or at a  party
somewhere, you are never really
alone; there will always be a
familiar face and someone close by
The school gave us a home and a
family, and the alumni made sure
we never left it

Sulav Maharjan
Batch of 2022, SXJ
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~FACULEY REFLECTIONS-

MEMORIES, MOMENTS, AND
) MEANINGFUL JOURNEYS €




My journey with 5t. Xavier's School began
in 2013, but somewhere along the way, it
became much more than a place where |
came to work. It became a part of who |
am.

I often say. °l am not an employee of St
_ Xavier's; | am of St Xavier's, and S5t
Xavier's is mine.” For me, this is not just a
statement: it is a feeling that has grown
deeper with every passing year.

I am especially grateful t© my students.
Thank you for allowing me to live within
you—in your memaories, your learming, your
laughter, and perhaps in some small lessons
vou may carry with you through life. If
something I have said or done remains in
your heart, then I feel my years here have
truly been worthwhile.

I have also witnessed that this is a place
where an educator’s journey does not end
when their voice falters.

Even when the greatest strength of a
teacher, their voice, is lost. a place is found
for them to contribute, to grow, and to
remain valued.

After more than a decade, | realize that 5t.
Ravier's has given me far more than a
profession. It has given me a sense of
belonging, purpose, cherished friendships.
and countless reasons to be grateful.

a7

May the St Xavier's of
tomorrow  continue  to
offer future generations
what it has given me: a
place to belong, a reason
to grow, and a community
to call home.

Tilak Ram Poudel
Vice-Principal, 5X3 \,mh



A Vocation of Service and Gratitude

My journey at St. Xavier’s School, Jawalakhel,
began in 2009 as an English teacher. After taking
a brief hiatus in 2010 to pursue further education
in Sweden, [ retumed to St Xavier's in 2012.
Sinee 2013, | have had the privilege of serving as
the Vice-Principal of Activities, a role that has
allowed me to contribute to and facilitate the
vibrant co-curricular and extracurricular life of
our school.

This vocation has blessed me with countless

cherished memornes of working with students
and Captains and of collaborating with Vice-
Principals, HODs, coordinators, Class Teachers,
and colleagues from the Music, Dance, Scout,
Art, and Games Departments, as well as Club
Moderators. | feel particularly fulfilled whenever
[ see everyone striving for “Magis™ in our
academic, co-curnicular, and extracurricular
endeavours.

Although we have encountered challenges and
hurdles along the way, the spirit of teamwork,
creativity, mutual respect. and a shared sense of
purpase  has always made the joumey
meaningful and rewarding. | am deeply grateful
for the countless opportunities for learning and
growth afforded to me by our Reverend Fathers,
Brothers, Sisters, coolleagues, co-workers,
students, parents and alumni. Each interaction
and experience has taught me something
valuable and has enriched both my professional
joumney and my understanding of what it means
Lo serve in an educational Insttution.

Over the wvears, managing and coordinating
activities for Classes 1 through 12—from Inter-
House and Inter-School events to Joint Schools,
Inter-Jesuit, and intematiomal programs have
been a truly heartening experience.

Mone of this would have been
possible withott the
unwavering support and
encouragement of our dynamic
leadership and the dedication of
our teachers, staff, Student
Captains, volunteers,
collaborators, parents and
alumni. Their commitment and
enthusiasm  have continually
nspired me to give my best o
the school.

Aswe celebrate the mu:nmem:mus

seventy fifth Anniversary of St. **x

Xavier's, 1 look back wrm

immense gratitude and a deep

sense of belonging. This journey |
has been far more than a

professional commitment; it has—
been a wvocation shaped by
relationships, service, learmning,

and shared experiences. May
we continue to intemalize our

shared Ignatian  spirtuality,

strive for mags, and embrace

the joy of teaching, leaming,

and serving together for many
years to come.

Ramesh Maharjan

Vice-Principal, Activities, SXJ



Teaching has been much more than a

profession for me—it has been a journey of

continuous learning, personal transformation,

and countless opportunities for personal and

_ proféssional growth, 1 joined 5t Xavier's

¥ f’J School, Godavari in the year 2010, My family
.+ ~ —  and ! have developed a close and meaningful
' relationship with the Jesuit institution and its
members since s inception i 1951. My
‘husband is an alumnus, both of our children
siudied here, and my late indaws were

24— dedicated stalf members at this school. e S ERDuIRED e

nurture not only academic

" . excellence but also character
Teaching as a career was never in my dreams. [ AN e L
- like to call it my destiny that brought me to ' s EROPRR s B
| : i : i : sense of social responstbility in
o Nepal and connected my life with this school in g Perisnalle 1
{ ' 50 many roles: as a teacher, parent, facilitator, TY ,ﬂu v;nts, h }?" e Wik
mentor, and leader. This entire teaching and dﬂuélt e Dsn. i dfd ,IT,"E
leaming experience over a period of sixteen i N i bt i
: ; resilience, and gratitude.
vears has shaped me into a person who is
confident and deeply aware of the power of
igniting young minds and being a catalyst for
positive change.

Ower the years, | have come to
realize that education s pot -
merely about imparting -

Being a part of a Jesuit educational insttution ErWIGCRE] 115 BLAUE AHTHIGEN

has changed my outlook in profound ways. [t EE;M:“ dw;:nh;:ri :Dr;:j; "':-' -'x:
has helped adapt di ituat d T | :
ped me adapt to diverse situations an rathier then poople whmersh Uk T

imbibe the values of cura personalis (care [or LN
b : dwell on difficulies. Holding | /||
the whole person), practicing a formed i e e o VT Y
: e, leadership roles, participaling — ° \
CONsCience, prHontizing competence  over : - ;
e " in educational enrichment [
competition, and choosing compassion over e V. S,

compliance in  both my personal and prc'gran‘ula. lf.'ﬂmmgl ’m‘f‘vmﬂ?f '_"'_ = :
professional life. pedagogies. engaging with the

[gnatian Pedagogical Paradigm

(IPF), and participating in
exchange programs  have .,
broadened my vision and :
strengthened my commitment

to lifelong learning.

Anjali Gurung
Coordinator (Classes 5-8), SXG

Every experience inside and outside the
classroom has given me the opportunity to
learn, grow, and serve with a greater purpose.
Professionally, this journey has inspired me to
become a more reflective, dedicated, and
innovative educator.
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My joumey at St. Xavier's School began on
1st June 2008 and since then, it has been a
deeply meaningful journey of learning
growth and service, 1 consider myself
fortunate to have studied In a missionary
school, where | received an education that
wert beyond academics and taught me
values such as discipline, compassion, respect,
honesty responsibility and service.

The missionary school showed me the path
and the Jesuit school taught me how to
continue walking that path with humility,
purpose and compassion.

The values of missionary school have shaped
who I am today and [ give much of the cradit
o the strong foundaton working at St
Xavier's has given me countless opportunities
to deepen these wvalues through experience
and practice.

Later, the opportunity to work at a Jesuit
institution allowed me to understand and
practise these values more deeply. St. Xavier's
became my "Karmathalo", where teaching is
not merely a profession but a meaningful
responsibility and service 1o the society. Over
the years, my students, colleagues, mentors
and experiences have taught me valuable
lessons and contributed greatly to my
personal and professional growth. The
Xavierian community stands apart through its
strong traditions,  discipline, compassion,

sense of belonging and commitment forming
not only capable individuals but also
responsible human beings.

The memorable moments,
challenges, achievements and
relationships | have
experienced since 2008 have
shaped my career and
enriched my life.

As [ look towards the future, |
hope Xavierians will carry
these values wherever they go
and use their knowledge to

make a positive difference-in -

society,. My hope for future -

Xavierians is that they will~ “"n-,.

value their education, remain
humble and compassionate,
uphold the Jesuit spirt, and
use their knowledge to serve

others. 1 remain deeply—
grateful for this journey and

proud to be a part of St
Xavier's School.

Once A Xavienan; Always a
Xavierian!

! Archana Shah
Coordinator [Classes 1-5), SXJ



‘gAY gader garal” (Time has sprouted wings) is
what | remember Mr. Ramnath Khanal, our
Mepali literature teacher, saying when he waxed
poetic. Fr Eugene L. Watrin, 5.J, our English
literature teacher, would follow up with a
rejoinder: “and it waits for no man.”

Now, as St. Xavier's celebrates its seventy fifth
anniversary, | look back in bewilderment at the
__passage ol tme and reminisce about the day |

first stepped into St Xavier's School, it was
celebrating its fourteenth Anniversary that vear.
Indeed, sixty-one years have flown by, Those
swift wings of tme have borne me forward to
the present day. filled with fond memories of St
Xavier's so deeply etched mto my persona that
those yesteryears seem like mere vesterdays, |
am sure those of you from those bygone days
will wholeheartedly agree with me when [ say
that one outstanding aurbute we graduated
with was our strong command of English.

In fact, for many of us, it was better than our
command of Nepali, our own mother tongue,
Of course, credit goes to the Jesuit priests who
were very strict but effective English teachers.
However, | am sure you will also agree that our
English foundation was firmly laid by a single,
widely feared item: the Donkey Stick. It was just
a rectangular block of wood, about an inch
wide and a foot long, wrapped in paper. A
pencil was attached to one end with a string. [ts
sole purpose was to jot down the hostel
numbers of boys who were disinclined to follow
the “Speak English” rule.

The rule was incredibly strict: everything had to
be in English. You ate English, slept English,
played English, thought English, and even
translated Nepali thoughts into English. The
only exception was during the Nepali class
penod, which was just one out of eight periods
each school day.
g1

If a boy was caught speaking
MNepali at any other time or place
—aeven If uttering a single word,
his hostel number was written on
the stick. and he had to carry it
around until  an  opportune
moment arrived in the form of
another boy speaking Nepali,
Then, he would promptly write
the offender's number on the stick
and hand it over with a huge sigh
of relief. =

Many numbers accumulated &u;“"u

to overzealous or hard-of-hearing
boys. At the end of each week, the
numbers were tallied; those whose

numbers appeared five or more |

times had to miss the weekly
movie or attend an hour of extra
class while everyone else was out
plaving in the fields.

For the wnlucky ones, sitting
quietly in the classroom for an
hour was bearable, but what was
truly painful was hearing the
laughter of those untethered spirits
who either followed the rules or
had escaped the punishment of
the: donkey stick by a single point.



Maturally, the unfortunate boys resolved even
more strongly to speak English from then on.
You can easily see why our English foundation
was so strong, but here is some trivia on a few
English words we used during our formative
vears in the junior section.

“Excuse”: the way this word was used, you
wouldn't find its meaning in Webster's, Oxford,
or any other dictionary. It was used as a noun
. Jmeaning "urine” or as a verb meaning” to
urinate.” Common uses of this word included:
“He did excuse,” or (if in class)” May | go for
excuse, Sir?” The later request was sometimes
pleaded with legs tightly crossed and hands
pressed to the crotch, as if holding back a
stream about to burst its banks, delivered in a
tone of urgency that usually prompted teachers
o grant immediate permission. Sometimes a
teacher refused, knowing some students used
this excuse to escape class, especially if they
hadn't done their homework. However, if a
genuineg request was denied, accidents
occurred in the form of a burst dam.

Then there was the term “long-bath.” It
certainly didn’'t mean bathing for a long time,
but | suppose you can guess what it referred to.
A teacher almost always granted a request of,
*May I go for a long-bath, Sir?” No educator
wanted a "long-bath” accident occurning in the
classroom. In this day and age. | presume these
devious double entendres have become
obsolete in the Xavierian lingo, but there is one
word that has not only survived the passage of
time but has also gained universal momentum:
vaar, | still don't know its exact origin, but
despite its primary meaning of “friend” it has
officially entered the Oxford Dictionary. The
word popped up in a Hindi film during the late
1960s, and it became a “macho” trend for us
yvoungsters to use in our daily chit-chat.

Since it was of Hindi ongin, using
it was not "donkey-stickable.” The
word remains popular today, and |
still catch myself using it during
fnendly, informal conversations.

Well, time may give words new
meanings or take away old ones,
but in its inexorable march toward
a future it cannot reach, one truth
remains: it waits for no one. It did
not wait for the many wonderful
lay and religious teachers | had
during my formative years, and it
will not want for us either. And so,
while we are still able to observe
and appreciate the world around
us, let us take a moment to value

everything and everyone,

As St. Xavier's celebrates its 75th
Anniversary this year, [ wish 1t
many more o come. To the
teachers, both religious and- lay
may you find the strength and joy

to educate and mold the nm\"‘*
generation of leaders, And to the - '
students: may you cultivaie a deep
love for your school and carry the | |
name of St. Xavier's with pride as | |
you live out the motto, "Live-for-— .

God, Lead for Nepal—a phrass
beautifully penned by one of our:
school's earliest students.

Mahendra Singh Limbu
SXG




[ still vividly remember the day [ first stepped
into the school premises for my interview as a
teacher in 2002, Siting quietly in the school
office, [ was filled with a mix of anticipation
and uncertainty. Soon, | was guided by
MNanda Sir, who was then the Vice Principal,
through a wide comdor leading to the old
Rana Building. We entered a spacious room
where the Principal, Heads of Departments,

and several Fathers were seated. The
 atmosphere was formal, dignified, and quietly
solemn,

[ recall being interviewed by Father Millar, the
then Acting Principal Hira Krishna Sir, Vice
Principal Nanda Sir, George 5Sir, and other
respected Heads of Departments. Questions
were asked about my teaching subject, my
academic background, and my understanding
of education. At the time, | never imagined
that this was the beginning of a journey that
would span the next twenty-five years, |
proudly consider myself a witness to change,
a carner of tradition, and a quiet builder of
generations.

since joining in 2002, |1 have waiched the
institution evolve in both visible and subtle
ways., Buildings have risen, uniforms have
changed, and leadership has tansitioned
through the years. [ have had the opportunity
to work under several Principals, each leaving
a distinct imprint and contributing their core
values to the institution's growth.

Throughout all these years, St. Xavier's has
been able to carry forward its tradiion and
leave a lasting legacy in the community and
among its people, It is the unwavering
commitment to values, discipline, and service
that has kept the institution standing tall

through time.

It is not by chance, but through
shared responsibility, that the
institution has earned its respect. It
is this balance between change and
continuity  that  has  shaped
generations without losing its soul.
While generations of students have
changed, the spirit has remained
the same. One can, therefore,
rghtfully say, "Once a Xaverian,
always a Xavernan!”

In the course of my teaching
journey, 1 have been a builder of
generations, having had the
privilege of working with many
batches of students who passed
through these corndors and went

on to make their mark. Teaching ' '

has been my passion, and at Et
Xavier’s, that passion found its
purpose, Through my vears in the
classroom, | not only shaped young
minds—the experence shaped me
as well, helping me grow mnto the
person and educator | am today.

As a teacher and Alumni
Coordinator, meeting my [oimer
students fills me with both pride
and gratitude,



The respect and wammth with which they
continue to interact with their teachers afier
graduation, along with the achievements they
attain bevond the school, stand as powerful
affirmations of our shared jouwrney. Watching
them grow into confident individuals and camry
the values we taught them makes every year
spent in the classroom worthwhile.

Teaching today is no longer what it used 1o be.
The classroom has changed, and so have the
students who fill it, In earlier omes, students
 listened with quiet attention and trusted their
. teachers without question. What the teacher
e said carried weight. Thete was obedience,
- discipline, and a cenain innocence in the way
leamning unfolded.

Today's students, however, are different. They
are exposed to the wider world in ways
previous generations never were, Information is
at their fingertips. They are aware, curious, and
often several steps ahead of the lesson plan.
They question, they research, they compare,
and sometimes they challenge. They do not
simply accepl—they investigate.

At times, this shift feels challenging. As teachers,
we can no longer rely solely on textbooks or
past notes carefully preserved over the years.
We must remain updated, alert, and willing to
leam alongside our students. The authority of a
teacher today is not built only on position—it is
built on competence, adaptability and
authenticity.

Yet, if we look closely, this change is not entirely
a burden. It is also an opportunity. When
students explore beyvond the textbook, 1t pushes
us to refine our knowledge and rethink our
methods. It keeps us intellectually alive. The

classroom  becomes less about  delivenng
information  and  more  about  pguiding
exploration.
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The role of a teacher has evolved
—from being the sole source of
knowledge to bemng a mentor,
facilitator, and sometimes even a
co-learner, The challenge is real,
but so is the privilege. To teach
young minds that are mformed,
inquisitive, and globally aware
demands effort—but it also keeps
us relevant.

Perhaps the question i not
whether teaching has become
harder. It  definitely  has.
Mevertheless, the real question is
whether we are willing to grow
with the generation we teach.

As St. Xavier's marks its seventy
fifth anniversary this vear, | am
filled with a profound sense of
pride in having served here for so
many years. This milestone offers
an opportunity not only to
celebrate our achievements, but
also to reflect on the joumney we
have undertaken. the wvalues we.

continue to uphold, and T.h&qz\‘x

responsibiliies we carry as
members of the St. Xavier's family.

As we look ahead, may St
Xavier's continue to inspire and-

guide future generations with the
same commitment, dedicaton,

and moral sirength that have |

marked is journey thus far. May
we remain rooted in oour rich
heritage while embracing the
opportunities and challenges of
the future with courage and
wisdom.

 J

Ms. Junashree KC
Coordinator/Teacher
SXJ Alumni Association




“It is not hard to obey when we love the one whom

we obey."— St. Ignatius of Loyola

We grew up in Machchhegaun, Kathmandu, in
a lower-middle-class family. Our grandfather, a
tradrional healer, instilled in us a sense of
compassion, while our parents, despite modest
means, ensured that all three of us received a
proper  education and the best possible
opportunities,

A defining moment in my life came in 2003,
when [ joined 5t. Xavier's School, Godavari, as
a computer teacher. There, [ discovered not just
a workplace, but a second family. Teaching
students brought me joy, purpose, and a deeper
appreciation of education—not merely as a job,
bt as a true mission.

What mnspired me most was the Jesuit ethos
that guides the school; caring for the whole
person, showing compassion, and nurturing
individuals committed 1o justice and service.
Being part of such a community—surrounded
by Jesuit fathers, brothers, colleagues, and
students—helped me grow professionally,
personally, and spiritually.  Their humility,
openness, and dedication left a lasting mark,
and their support carmied me through my most
challenging moments. The ongoing workshops
and training programs continue to help us grow
every day. Another transformative chapter was
having the opportunity o serve as a member of
the Shared Vision Team, which allowed me 1o
visit and engage with Jesuit institutions across
the Nepal Region and Darjeeling Province.

These experiences broadened my perspective,
showing me that Jesuit education 15 not only
about academic excellence,” but also about
fostering faith, reflection, and a commitment to
becoming men and women for and with others.
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Each eéncounter reinforced my
belief that value-guided,
compassionate  education can
truly change lives.

Looking back. | feel immense
gratitude for my parents, family,
colleagues, students, and the
Jesuit community. They have been
a constant presence in my life and
a source of inspiration for
continuous learning. As Mepal .\ | |
celebrates seventy five years Dﬁ"x
Jesuit presence, | feel honored o~ )
have played even a small part-in —
this journey. The Jesuit mission .

has nurtured minds and touched ' | =

hearts, inspiring people like meto | | |

live: a life of service, gratitude; and

hope. e

Thank you from the bottom of my =
heart for welcoming me into this
noble mission.

Subarna Raj KC
Vice Principal (Admin/Activities)
SXG
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A Journey of Becoming a Xavierian

When [ look back on my journey as a teacher, |
realize that my years at St. Xavier’s School,
Jawalakhel, have been much more than a
career, They have been a journey of becoming,
After- gaining several years of teaching
experience in Dehradun, | came to Nepal after

~ . marriage and joined St. Xavier's Jawalakhel. In

that very year, the school celebrated its Golden
Jubilee, It was also a historic year, as the school
opened its doors to girls and began its journey as

- a co-educational institution. | was forunate to
~witness this transformation from within.

[ still smile when [ remember those early days.
The boys, accustomed to an all-boys
environment, were wonderfully simple and
innocent in their interactions with girls. The then
Principal, Father Lawrence, once shared a story
that captured this beaunfully After the boys
returned from their SLC examination, one boy
confessed, "Father, [ was perspiring when [ saw a
girl sitting next to me. [ almost forgot everything |
had prepared for the examination!” Such
moments perhaps reflected a school standing at
the threshold of a new chapter.

The annual school plays provided some of my
fondest memories. Since we did not yet have
high school girls in the school, girls from St.
Mary s would come for auditions, much to the

excitement of the senior boys. | had the privilege
of assisting the late Father Casper Miller with
direction and costurmes. My Fair Lady, The King
and I, and Fiddler on the Roof remain especially
close to my heart. [ remember our long rehearsal
sessions after school, when Father would
sometimes arrive with a bag of popcorm or a box
of cookies. Those simple moments of laughter,
creativity and hard work became treasured
MEmOories.
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Before girls became part of the
school, our boys themselves were
wonderfully willing performers.
They became girls, butterflies,
flowers and even Snow White and
her wicked step mother with
complete enthusiasm. There was
no hesitation only imagination and

the joy of becoming someone else

for a few moments. Looking back,
those were not merely school
productions; they were lessons in |
confidence, creativity, cooperation ',

and the freedom to be oneself. K‘\.

I remember -my boys  with -

particular fondness. A "Good

morning, Mam" was often | \

accompanied by a  respectful !
Namaste. Their humility  and

reverence for teachers had a :juiEI --__ij-

beauty of its own.

Today, former students may greet
me with a warm hug, while an
older Xavierian may still fold his
hands and say MNamaste. Both
gestures speak of affection, but in
very different languages.

-

]
|



Having taught for more than two decades, I  For more than two decades, I
have joumeyed with Millennials and now  have watched St. Xavier's change,
with Gen-Z and Gen Alpha. In many ways, | and in many ways, it has waiched
remain young because every day | am me change too. | came here as a
surrounded by young minds, new questions  teacher; | have remained here as a

and new possibilities, leamer. As the school celebrates
| i seventy yvears, [ feel pnvileged to
g / _ [ have never believed that teachers are the have been a small part of its long

only educators in a classroom. With humility, and continuing story, and grateful
o s [ acknowledge that my students have been  that, in shaping young lives, St
10 _some of my finest teachers. From them, I  Xavier's has quietly shaped mine.
|7 have leamned to question what I thought I
© Ly already knew, 10 adapt to changing times, to Mrs. Alesna Mulchia SUNLWAaT
listen before judging, and to look at the world Coordinator (Classes 6-10) , SXJ
e through Iresh and often unexpected eyes. '
' They have taught me patience, resilience,
| ~ - openness to technology, and the courage to
s accept that there 15 always another way of
leaming.

Most importantly, they have reminded me
that every child carries a story, a struggle, a
dream and a unique way of seeing the world.
Over the years, | may have taught them ==
lessons of physics, but they have taught me e N |
lessons about life, o h\

[ arnived here with my own understanding of
discipline and teaching. St. Xavier's, however, o :
gradually taught me that education is not only A1)
about forming the mind; @t is abour e N (M
accompanying the person. The Xavierian o I
spirit taught me to balance discipline with Pt
understanding, knowledge with values, and :
teaching with reflection. More importantly, it
taught me that a teacher, oo, must remain a
leamer.
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Memorable Experience

My most memorable experience was the
gracious visit of Thewr Majesties King Birendra
Bir Bikram Shah Dev and Queen Aishwarva
Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah on the occasion of the
school's thirty filth Anniversary,

His Majesty's gracious words to us after the
program, "duTSgeal SwmA wH @, ueaar!,

still echo in my mind and heart.
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My time teaching and learning at SXG was not
only challenging, but it was also a deeply
rewarding and joviul oppottunity.

Dhscipline, honesty, hard work, and respect for
others were the core values that defined the
Xaverian community. Practices such as the
"Donkey Stick," "Point-cut," -and keeping the
school compound dean were insttuted to
support and strengthen these values within our
community,

"Life is the most difficult exam.
Many people fail because they wry
to copy others, not realizing that
evervone has a different gquestion
paper.”

Congratulations and best wishes
to all members of St Xavier's
achool, Godavan, and the wider
community on its seventy fifth
Anniversary.

Augustine Thapa (Thapa Sir)
SXG

75 Years of Shaping Minds, Hearts, and Community

5t. Xavier's School, Godavari is celebrating its
seventy-fifth anniversary. It has long embodied
Jesuit values of service, creativity, discipline, and
holistic education. Mr, Panchaman Lama, or Lama
Sir, who served from 1968-1997 as teacher,
caregiver, mentor, and community pillar
Respected for his calm presence, compassion, and
integnrity, he influenced students both inside and
outside the classroom.

As class teacher of grade four, he believed in
nurturing potental, famously appointing struggling
student as class captain, helping him grow into
confidence, His classroom  fostered  creativity
through poetry, storytelling, and arts like clay
modelling and papier- maché. He upheld drama
tradition with plays such as The Golden Goose and
Bir Bal Bhadra, which became community
highlights and contributed to the school's cultural
heritage. He trained as Nepal's first surgical nurse,
he managed the infirmary with prolessionalism
and care. On the sports field, he was an active
handball and football player, strengthening bonds
between teachers and students
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His participation in chapel

services and his friendship wath
Fr Casper Miller reflected
Xavier's deep sense of faith and
COMMuUnity. His family's
longstanding ties to the school
and his continued presence on
campus symbolize how his
values  continue to  shape
Eeneratons.

Mr. Panchaman Lama
Teacher, SXG
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I joined St. Xavier's School, Godavari, in
2002. Since then, | have been truly blessed
with countless memorable experiences that
have shaped both my personal and
professional life.

It has been a great honor and privilege to

be part of this wonderful institution, where

leamning goes hand in hand with values,

faith, and compassion.

Over the wyears, [ have witnessed
generations of young students grow into
confident, responsible individuals, guided by
the Xaverian spirit of excellence and service.

The camaraderie among colleagues, the
enthusiasm of the students, and the inspiring
atmosphere of the school have made my
journey here deeply meaningful and
fulfilling.

As we celebrate the seventy fifth
Anniversary of §&t. Xavier's School,
Godavari, 1 feel immensely proud to be part
of its rich history and lasting legacy. This
milestone serves as a powerful reminder of
the dedication, hard work, and faith that
have built this great institution over the
decades.

St Xavier's is not merely a school—it is a
family that nurtures both the heart and the
mind.

To today's students and
teachers, | encourage you
to cherish these values and

continue to keep the
Xaverian  spirit  shining
brightly in everything you
do.

Subash Mukhia

SXG.
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A Legacy We Inherit, A Story We Continue

Looking back, one thought abways stays with me: [
only wish | had become a Xavienan much earlier.
Yet, in just two years, St. Xavier's has given me
memories and values that will remain with me for a
lifetime. This institution has not only prepared me
academically but has also shaped the way [ see the
world. What makes St. Xavier's truly extracrdinary
is not merely its legacy of seventy five years, but the
people who continue to uphold it with excellence
and compassion every day. Here, 1 learned that
discipline 158 not something to be followed out of
fear but embraced because we understand its
purpose, That understanding is one of the greatest
gifts Jesuit education has given me.

Among the countless memories [ will cany forward,
organizing the Mini Marathon through our Business
Club and staying after school for dance and play
rehearsals will always hold a special place in my
heart. The countless moments shared with
incredible people, along with the guidance, care,
support, and trust of our teachers, made these
experiences truly unforgettable. They reminded me
that the greatest achievements are never
accomplished alone.

Serving as school captain has been the fulfilment of
a dream [ carmed from the day [ joined St, Xavier's.
This journey taught me that leadership is not about
authonty but about responsibility. A leader should
be approachable, trustworthy, transparent, and
willing to grow alongside others. There were
moments that felt overwhelming, but every
challenge strengthened my resilience and
deepened my belief in Magis; the Jesuit spirit of
always striving 1o become better. [ am still learning,
and | hope | continue learning throughout my life.
Being entrusted with the responsibility of serving as
School Captain during St. Xavier's seventy-fifth
anniversary is an honour | will forever cherish.

My heartfelt grattude goes to
every teacher who has taught,
mspired,  supported, and
believed in me. Their patience
and unwaverng dedication
are the foundation of
everything that makes this
institution so special.

To every future Xawvienan, I
leave you with one simple
thought: stay calm. Life moves
much like a pendulum; neither
happiness nor hardship lasts
forever. Difficult seasons make
us stronger and teach us to
appreciate  the joyful ones,
while moments of success
remind us to stay humble.

One day, vou will realize that
St. Xavier's did far more than
educate you, it quietly shaped
the person you became. Carry
its values with pride wherever
life takes you, and you will
forever remain a Xavierian.

Aastha Mishra
School Captain
Class 12 (2026), SX]
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A Footnote in 75 Years, A Story for a Lifetime

People often ask what it is like 10 join St Xavier's
Jawalakhel in Grade 11, but for me, it felt deeply
nostalgic. Having been a Xaverian since Grade 2
at St, Xavier's School, Godavar, coming to SXJ
felt almost like coming home. The very first thing
that caught my attenton on Day 1 was the historic
red brick bearing the '#ft 3° symbol. Looking at it, [
realized that | was now pan of a seventy five-year
legacy., | couldn't help but think about the
generations of students who had sat in the very
seats we occupy today, knowing that one day,
someone else will take our place,

But what surprised me the most was the
environment. Expecting strict, memorization-
based teaching, | instead found caring teachers
who priontized deep understanding over passive
leamning. surrounding myself with hardworking
and talented peers reshaped my entire perspective
on learning. 5XJ pushed me to make that choice
every day and proved to me that where there is a
will, there 18 always a way.

If there is one memory that summanzes my tme at
St. Xavier's, it would be Community Service Day
on December Sth. Every class was tasked with an
initative to give back to the community, and as
one of the beadles of 11 ‘A, | helped lead our visit
1o the Tulasi Foundation orphanage. We spent the
day organizing face painting, plaving games, and
sharing laughter. As we connected with them, |
realized that Xavierian values were not merely
words, but values ived through action. That day
showed me that being a true Xavierian means
making a meaninghul difference alongside others.
Becoming School Captain quickly taught me that
wearing the captain’s tie was certainly not a
golden ticket 10 be exempt from the rules—if
anything, the responsibility was even greater. It
meant setting an example for others.

I have always believed that a
leader must be willing to listen,
evolve,
approaches. Serving as Captain
reinforced that mindset: to listen,
comimunicate, act, and change.

arul embrace e

[ hold immense gratitude for
having served as School Captain
during 5t. Xavier's seventy-fifth
anniversary. Serving in  this
leadership role during such a
monumental milestone makes the
tie feel even heavier with
responsibility, but it also brings a
deep sense of pride.

Being a small part of a seventy
five-year joumey means standing
alongside the generations of
KXavierians who built this legacy. To
the future Xavierians who will
walk these halls, abways walk tall
and proud, simply because you
are a Xaverian. Don't let fear or
hesitation get the better of you.
Whenever an opportunily comes
yvour way, grab it with both hands
and embrace it wholeheartedly.
That is where one grows, creates
an impact, and leaves a lasting

mark.
Aaryav Shrestha

School Captain
Class 12 (2026), 5XJ

e i
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A Chapter I'll Carry

Life 15 a journey into the unknown, and
sometimes, all we have is the courage to believe
in ourselves and take the next step, My journey at
St Xavier's began with exactly that a step into the
unknown when 1 joned the school in Grade 7.
The campus felt huge, and having joined two
weeks late, | already faced a pile of pending
homework.

Tet, with the encouragement of my teachers and
my own determination, [ slowly found my footing.
By the end of Grade 7, | received the Outstanding
Student Award, | will always be grateful to the
teachers who believed in me, supported me, and
encouraged me to strive for better during my first
vear at the school.

Grade 8 brought another Outstanding Student
Award. Becoming a captain was never part of my
plan, but the guidance of my teachers and the
opportunities 5XJ offered gradually inspired me to
take that leap.

When | put my name forward for Vice Captain in
Grade 9, and later for School Captain, 1 stepped
into something [ had never imagined myself doing.
| chose to trust myself and take the chance,

Eventually, 1 was given the honor of serving in
both roles.

As a student and a leader, there were days that
tested my patience, decisions that tested my
judgment, and situations that tested my strength.
But these moments taught me that courage
doesn't mean you arent afraid, it means you
choose to stand up when you are.

As 5XJ celebrates its
seventy-fith year, it has
given us far more than
achievements—it gave us a

plattorm to explore our
talents, build our
confidence, and become

people for others. Thank
you, SXJ!

“The only way out is
through.” - Robert Frost

Grish Dhital
School Captain
Class 10 (2026), SXJ
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A Decade of Self-Discovery and Growth

We often remember places for what happened
there. [ remember St Xaviers for who it helped
me become, Long before 1 stood on the
assembly stage with a red tie and a badge, |
stood in the crowd looking up in awe at those
who wore it. I admired the confidence with
which the captains addressed the school, their
leadership in carrving out responsibilities, and
the respect they eamed through it. Being
recognized as Outstanding Student in Grades 6 As 5t. Xavier's celebrates its
and 8, and later serving as a Vice Captain gave seventy-fifth Jubilee, [ feel
me opportunities to grow, but [ had only ever honoured to be a pan of a
imagined myself standing where they once legacy that has shaped
stood. So the day my name was announced as Xavierians throughout the
the School Captain, it felt almost unreal, glorious seventy-five years.
Coing forward, [ hope to
Serving as School Captain has been one of the carry with me the values the
greatest privileges of my Xavierian journey. It school has instilled i me
has challenged my thinking, taught me lessons and the memores that will
that go far beyond school, helped discover always bring me back home.
strengths [ never knew [ had and shown me Wherever life takes me, once
how St. Xavier's fosters a cozy home like a Xaverian, always a
environment. Having spent almost my entire Aauerian!
childhood within these halls, | know that years
from now, | will remember a lot more than just ribhashree Tamrakar
ceremonies and celebrations. School Captain

Class 10 (2026), SXJ

My greatest lessons were not from any of the
textbooks, but In the unexpected encounters,
mistakes, and opportunities that have shaped
who [ am today Sometimes, | find myself
wondering who [ would have become if [ had
taken a different path ten vears ago. But when |
look back at evervthing St. Xavier's has given
me, | cannot imagine my joumey going in any
other direction.
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TEN YEARS IN SXG

"Education is not the filling of a pail,
but the lighting of a fire.”

| didn't understand why that line stayved
with me until years later, sitting in a
classroom in SXG, realizing this school
never wanted us to rush toward answers,
but wanted us to wander through questions
until we truly understood them.

Ten years ago, | walked through these gates
as a nervous si-year-old holding my
mother's hand.

What has shaped me most isn't any single
lesson, but the atmosphere itself, a stillness
that never felt empty, only attentive. That is
the quiet genius of Jesuit education, care
for the whole person, and not just the mind.
I have watched teachers notice not just
what | got wrong on a test, but what was
wrong in me on a hard day. [ have been
pushed toward something more, again and
again, gently reminded that good enough
was never really the point.

It's in the small things, a teacher staying
back after class without being asked, the
education that quietly taught me what
integrity looks like even when no one's
watching.

We are told to be "Men and Women for
Others." [ used to think it was just words on a
wall. Now 1 know, it's what this place quietly

; built into me, one patient day at a time.

i -

Thank wvou, St Xavier's
Godavari, for shaping not
just my mind, but the person
I'm still becoming.

Aakriti Ghimire
School Captain
Class 10 (2026), SXG
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“Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where there
is no path and leave a trail.”

This single line summarizes the ten years | have
spent at this school. When [ frst walked
through these gates, | was small, my backpack
felt heavy, and the school felt like a maze 1
could not navigate alone.

Today, the same school feels ike home, These
walls and the people around me have watched
me grow up, just as my family has. They saw
me leam how to read, struggle with cursive,
solve complex questions, and build friendships
with the people in my batch.

This school did not just teach me lessons from
books; it taught me something more. [ts calm
and peaceful atmosphere has shown me that
Jesuit education 15 not just about getting good
marks, it's about helping us succeed in life and
become better people.

The teachers here did not just give us grades,
They guided us, supported us, and cared for us
like their own children. They created an
environment where we felt safe and
comlortable, almost like we were al home.

This school has also taught us not to simply
follow the crowd. It has taught us to think for
ourselves, discover who we truly are, and have
the courage to be ourselves. The themes of
each year are not just wonds; they represent
values that have helped me grow and improve
day by day.

[ will surely miss the quiet
atmosphere; the cold winter
breeze, the 1all trees swaying
peacelully in the wind, and
the stll waters of the
swimming pool.  These
simple things have made this
school feel like home.

After ten years, | realize that
SXG has been more than
just a place where | studied.
It has been a place where [
grew, made memories, built
friendships, and leamed
lessons 1 will carry with me
for the rest of my life.

Thank you, SXG, for not
only pgwving me  an
education, but, more
importantly, teaching me
how to truly live my life,

Nirish Maharjan
School Captain
Class 10 (2026), SXG




A Decade of Seli-Discovery and
Growth

We often picture school as a routine of
lectures, tests, and assignments. Yet, it
would be unfair o reduce it to that,
ignoring the gquiet moments and
milestones that have become lasting
memories. From joyous celebrations to
spirited competitions, | have created
cherished memoties in every evert.

As the vears passed, | continuously
found a better version of myself. The
Xaverian values have truly shaped me
morally, spiritually, emotonally, and
mentally. My ten years at St Xavier's
have been a transformative joumey of
personal development, lifelong
friendships, and countless
unforgettable moments. I lirst joined
this school as a shy six-year-old—
everything felt intimidating at first, but
supportive teachers and welcoming
friends quickly made it feel like home.
This school will always hold a deeply
special place in my heart, and 1 hope 1o
stay connected with the Xaverian
community in every way possible as |

move forward.
Attrina Tandukar

School Captain
Class 10 (2025), SXG

<
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Memorable Moments in My Life

From the nervous energy of my
first day to the rush of finals, my
school vears were a continuous
journey of self-discovery. Ten years
later, the hallways where we
shared hghthearted laughter are
now memories, but the resilience
and true friendships forged there
still define who | am today.

Every year brought a new
beginning for all of us, yet that
same Godavarl  spirit  always
prevailed. Looking back, those ten
years followed a familiar rhythm:
ten Sports Days, ten exhibitions,
and ten Family Days, We
celebrated ten Dashains and ten
Christmases together. We used to
think that the events we counted
down to were the true gifts—but
in reality, it is the memones we
carry with us, for those are what
remain long after the chapters
close.

Pratik Silwal
School Captain
Class 10 (2025), SXG




A Reflection on Seven Years: Ready for the Sky

What can I wish for, having touched the
sky that now feels so close to me? [ do not

know,

From getting to know others to
discovering myself, life here has been my
ultimate guide. The people who shaped
me offered opportunities, but life itself
kept me engaged—guiding me through
my trials and errors.

To me, these seven years felt like
seventy—a complete lifetime lived
within these walls, growing from a
voung child into a responsible citizen. |
have truly lived my life here, preparing
even through adversity.

What have | earned and spent? Won and
lost? Learned and forgotten? Changed and
embodied? Words come oo late to fully
capture the glory of this sacred shrine.

Life was fair and unfair, real and surreal,
all at the same time. Yet, living by what
was taught made me someone others
sought out for advice—welcomed to share
flaws and free to question with both pride
and curiosity.

Indeed, life was beautiful here. And the
next chapter will be beautiful, too,
rbecause SXG has prepared mie to step out

Indeed, life was beautiful
here, The next will be
beauwtiful wo — because
S5XG has made me ready to
fit in there.

As we celebrate 75 glorious
vears of St. Xavier's School,
Godavar, [ extend my
heartfelt congratulations to
the entire Xavierian family.

May the spirit of SXG
continue o inspire
generations o learn, lead,
serve, and make a
difference.

Happy seventy-fifth

Anniversary to St. Xavier's
School, Godavari!

Nibodh Chauhat
School Captain
Class 12 (2026), SXG




Excellence is not an act, but a habit

"Excellence is not an act, but a habit." A
quote that has deeply inspired me and
the quote that this school helped me
understand.

What left the deepest impact wasn't just
the textbooks or exams, but the culture
itself. An environment that encouraged
us to think critically while caring deeply.

That is the beauty of this place: it
nurtures the spirit just as much as the
mind, striving for an individual's overall
development rather than just their
academic excellence.

I have seen teachers who cared not only
about our academic scores, but about
our character and well-being.

Time and again, they encouraged us to
stretch beyond our comfort zones, gently
reminding us our potential was far
greater than we believed.

Thank you to the
school that not only
taught us but built us;
not only in mind but in
character as well.

Gunjan Bhandari
School Captain
Class 12 (2026), SXG
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"Gentleness transforms
even stubborn hearts."

—O~0

- BINITA THAPA

FACES OF XAVIER'S

.1 What do vou remember abeut your very first
day teaching here? What were you nervous about,
amd how did it actually go?

I remember faling both enthuskastic and
nervous. Everuthing was completely new o
ma, and it falt like averyone else was 50

experienced But because | was determined to _-

build a professional caraar, | was committed to
learning and growing,

.2 Is there a specific classroom, corner. or spol on
CAMpUs that holds a special memory for you?

A spot that 18 desply close to my heart s the
annex. Since Morning prayers take place there,
it has a very positive pesceful, and airy
atmosphere . When all the students chant
prayers together, it creates a calm and serene
environment that | truly cherish.

0.3 Has a former stideni ever come back and
shared a moment or lesson that mattered more la
Lthem than you realized at the time?

Yes, some former students have returned o
tell me how much they appreciated my gentle
appiroach o teaching. | never forced my
students or treated them harshiy regarding
homework; instead, | wanted them to come 1o
school feallng happy. Mow that they are all
BrOMT Up, some of them come back and say,
"Matarn, you always handled every situation
with so much patiance.

a

4 Iid yoo ever have a student who was a handful at the
lime bul grew up bo make you dup'Elr,r prnud?

Recenily, there was a very siubborn girl in my class
who would anawer back to everyone. One day, |
called her aside, gave her some sweets, and spoke 1o
her gentiy. Today, she and | are like friends, and her
positive change In behavior makes me Incredibly
proud

0.5 What iz something about Science that you s1ill fnd
genuinely exciting afler iwenty Ave: years of teaching?

Sciance naver gats boring. Thera are alwaus 50 many
theories, concepts, and new topics o axplore that
remain deaple relevant and fascinating,

0.6 What is it like teaching the younger siblings of your
farmer students?

It is -a wonderful, proud feeling, Watching uounger
giblings act responsibly makes me proud, and
reffecting on how much mu past students hawve
grown fills me with emotion. Recently, | met a girl
whose older brother | had taught years ago, and now
I am teaching her=it s a truly  heartaarming
experignce, The younger siblings often come up 1o
ghare what thelr oldar brothers and sistars told
them about mea.
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(.7, What is it like watching former students who are
now Elhlll‘l.!ﬁ (11 your t'I.II'ZI::E nik E[I.IIIIEI'LT?'?‘
It's a very proud feeling, Watching the younger

siblings act responsibly makes me proud. Also,
remembering my old students and how much they
have grown since they were young, fills me with a
ot of emotions. Recently | found a gl whose
brothar | onca taught and now, I'm teaching hear, it's
a really heartwarming Ffealing. The younger
siblings also come to me and shara about what
thair eldar siblings hawva tald tham about me.

0).8. If & siudent from your very first class and a stodent
from this year sat in the same room, what de you think
!|I'|:ll.1'|:| want both of them (0 Know?

If & student from gour wvery first class and a
student from this year sat in the same room, |
hope both would see that | have alwaus cared
about my students and would continue to grow
and help in whatever area they need help, in
whatever way | can.

0.9, Is there a friendship with a colleague that started in
this building and has lasted your whole career?

Yes, absolutely. | have wonderful friends out of
which some were also my batchmates, like
Jusanshri Maam. We have a very strong friendship.
We are mara like twin sisters working togather,
sharing things for 50 many yaars has raally made
ug close, And our children also, raized in the same
emnvironmeant, same school, have also become close
friends.

.10, What do you hope students remember about you,
not the lessons, ot yoo?

| hope the children remember that | wasn't alwaus
gtrict on them and If | have ever been harsh on
tham, | hope they know that it's for discipline, for
their studies. | hope they remember me fondly for
the time where | was not harsh on them.

0.11. What does this school mean te you, beyond being a
workplace?

| believe the school is actually a part of me and
that | belong to the school. 5o, | care about all the
small things and the big things that happen in the
school, I've spent o0 much of my life in this school,
made so0 many friends, countless memories,
received manu opportunities and supports, 5o, (1
alwaus be grateful to the school and St Xavier's
family.
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(.12 As the school turns seventy-five, what do yoo hope
stays true about it for the next seventy-five years?

Well, | hope the transparency, honesty and strong
values of sincerity remains the samsa as it is now. |
admire the unigue specialty of our school
compared other schools in terma  of
infrastructure and also cleanliness, There are
peaple helping in the cleaning process all the time
and wyou see them moving with the mop
throughout the school compound sweeping all the
time, which ks why our school is so clean When |
was In kindergarten, which was maube a hit
massy and small. 5o, when | leok at how clean and
vast St Xawvier is, | Feal relievad. | also hope that
tha ald buildings, and the toilets can get renovated
in the near Futura.

to

INTERY IEWELD BY

ANUSH SHREESTHA(IT'A')
SHREEYARI RIMAL{1T'AY,
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"My students' creativi
makes me a better person - KALYANIR. JOSHI

every day."

FACES OF XAVIER'S

(0.1 To begin, how leng have you been feaching at 5t
Xavier's School, fowalakhel, and what inspired vou
to jodn the school?

This Is my twentu-fourth gear working at 5t
Xavier's School, Jawatakhel For me teaching s a
calling guidad by strong core valuas and athics.
Tha schools mission and cora values directly
align with my pearstnal commitmant to inbagrity,
growth and sheping charactars, This has been
an ingpiring factor For me to join and work- at
this rezpected inatituts.

(.2 After sperniling more than two decades ai 5t
Xawier's, what do you enjoy most about teaching
here?

Taaching s a wary
Teaching at 5f. Xavier's is desply enjoyable and
revvarding experience due to the diverss
academic dunamics within a classroom. The
students are delightfully unpredictable and
deepiy creative in keeping the classroom alive.
Thiz creativitu helps me to improve myteaching
methods and become a betier person -and
teacher. The |lvellness and creativity of these
young adults Instantly reminds me why 1 [ove
and enjoy teaching.

intarasting profession.

0.3 Hat a former student ever coame back and shared a
menmeEnt or léssan thal mattered more bo them than youw
realized at the lime?

Cwer the uears St Mavier's School lawalakbel has
grown remarkably, Infrastructure has modernized
with smart classrooms, and the updated curriculem
offers flexibie subject choices (eg, Economics va
Math, Accountancy vs. Computer Sciencel. With
expanded extracurriculars and a student-centric
approach, students today are far more confidant,
expressive; and open.

4 51. Xavier's has alwayd been known Tor I'I.I.]l“ll.LI:'lI:'lE not
anly academically capable students but alse respansible
individuals. In vour opinion, what gualities or values
make 51, Xavier's studenis unique®

St daniar's students stand out badause they amibrace
the apirt of maghs, alwaws striving to do battar and
ghving their a5t They show anthusiasm, resilience
afrer Failure, and a willingness to work harder wmntil
they reach their goals. They are also taught 1o be men
and women For others by serving and caring for their
community. These valusa make 5t Xavier's students
unigue,

» LET'S HEAR FROM THEM! _,--'E:I\_.-'
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Q.5 Looking back on your years of teaching, is there
a siiedent or a class thal has remoined especially
memorabie fo yor?

hy time at 5t. Xavier's Jawalakhel has given ma
cherished memories and strong bonds with
my students. | fondly recall a group of Grade 2
students from remote districts who overcame
language barrlers and clty adjustment to excel
academically. Many still stay in  touch=
including one now serving as a British Gurkha
in the UK. Hearing about their successes fills
ma with pride and constantly raminds ma whuy
| love teaching.

(.6, Beyond language and literature, what do you
hope your students take away from your classes?

Bafora | answer the guastion, lat ma ask uou
tha same. Managya, since you have baan mu
student, what do you remamber most from mu
classas apart from lessons?

0.7, Apart firorm literature and grammar, what has
stayed with me the most is: the importance of good
manners, speaking confidently in public, and
believing in ourselves. Those are the lessons 1 still
carry with me today, Ma'am.

Thank wou, Managya, for speaking my mind. |
never believed that mu responsibility is only
limited to teaching grammar and literature, |
want my students to leave my classroom with
life skills they can carry throughout their lives
My ultimate goal is to provide my students with
lifelong assets that extend beyond grammar
and literaturae books. | strive to cultivate critical
thinking, empathy and confidence, empowaring
my students to speak their minds authantically
and courageously.

0.BWhat advice would you like to give students as
they prepare for their future?
Thiz iz a profound guestion. First and foremost,

I would like my students to be honest with
themselves. Secondly, | want them to live by
the golden rule: "Do unto others as you want
athers to do unto you.” Treat everyona with tha
samea kindness and respact that you expact to
racaive, | want my stedents to plan thair tima
wisaly and embrace correction. Above all |
want them to be compassionate and kind to
evaryone around them. | am always here to
liztan to and support youw
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09.4s 5. Xavier's School, Jawalakhel celebrates lis
seventy fifth anniversary, what are your hopes and
wishes for the school?

I wiould like to take this opportunity to wish St
Xaviers School, Jawalakhel a prosperous and a
happu seventy-fifth anniversary. &s our school
celebrates this milestone, | hope and wish our
school continues to nurture not just brilliant
minds but alzo kind hearts carrying the legacy of
our school forward for generations to come by
praducing  wall-rounded individuals not just
acadamically strong but compassionate, humbla
and athical citizens For our country Mepal.

.10 Finally, Maarmn, if you eould deseribe your twenty
three-year journey at Si. Xavier's School, Jawalakhel in
just a lew words, what would they be?

Describing tweanty three yaars in just a few words
iz certainly a challenge. My journey at 5t Xavier's
has bean incredibly enriching, transformative,
challenging, and charish able. | have had countless
moments of joy associated with 5t Xaviers.
Theretore, | am satiated and gratified to be a part
af thiz evolving journey. Every batch of students
has taught me something new, Every year has
ghven me memories that | will cherish forever. |
learnt more than | tauwght, and | grew along with
the growth of mu students, | consider muself
fortunate to be able to empowar my students by
making a poasitiva impact in their lives through my
passion.

INTERVIEWED BY -
MANAGEA LAL (1147},
PADMASAMBHAV S.J.B RANA (114°),
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"Never stop learning,
because life never stops -BINITA GIRI
teaching."

FACES OF XAVIER'S

Q.1 How did you feel when you first ontered St
Xavier's?

| jolned in 2004 fealing thriled and deeply
graterul, ST Xaviers was—and remamns—one of
the wvalleu's most prestiglous schools, so
joining falt like reaching a mountain summit. |
Despite a few nervous butterflies, | Felt truly «
thankiul to God, my-parents and imy teachars,

.2 Teaching is challenging. What keeps your
energy alive every day?

Being surrounded by creative young minds
keeps me going, Even on tough daygs my
gtudents inspire me through their fresh
perspectives, respect, and affection, Moments: 53 Without any bias, which batch would you say has heen
like Guru Pumima constantly remind me why | 'he most memorable far you, and why??

jove this profession, Without any bias, | would have to say the batch of
2004—the very first batch | taught after joining 5t
davier's, |t was a special experience becauss it was
my first time stepping into the classroom as &
teacher here, At that time, 5t Xaviers was still an all-
bous Institution, and | can still vividly remember the
bous i thekr white trousers and sky-biue- shiris.
Those memories have stayed with me even after-all
these uears which makes that batch parcciris
memorable.

.4 Having taught here for tweniy two years, how have
sladents tl‘l.&t'lﬁl‘.‘-d?

Past studentzs were generafly calmer, more reservead,
and Focused, Today's students face social media
distractions, but theu are also far more open and
expressive with their teachers. While times have
changed, their core goodness remains the same,

0.5 If there were one message you could give to the ontire
| 5. Xavier's community, what weuld it be?

“ I would =ay: "Mever stop leaming, because |ife newver
stops t2aching” That is the core measage | woulkd like
to ghare with all my students and the entire schoal
family. Learning do=s noi end when we leave the
W Classroom; every expenence, every person, and every
stage of life has something valuable to teach us,
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Q.6 What do you miss most about the school from
fWeniy years ago?

I migs many things, the old physical structuras,
former staff members, past students, and, of
course, the overall atmosphere and vibe of the
school from those days. There was something
truly special about 5t Xavier's back then At the
game time, | am happy to see how much the
school has grown and progressed. The
buildings may have changed, the people may
have transitioned, and times have certainly
moved forward, but one thing has remained
constant: the core values of St. Xavier's. That is
wihat makes this institution truly special.

1.7, After being here for more than two decades,
what is something you miss aboul the 51, Xavier's of
twenly years ago?

This is a profound question. First and foreamaost,
| would like mu students to be honest with
thamselwes. Secondly, | want them to live by
the golden rule: *Do unto others as you want
others to do unto you?” Treat everyone with the
same kindness and respect that you expect to
receive. | want my students to plan their time
wigely, embrace correction, and learn from
their mistakes. Abowve all, | want them to be
compassionate and kind to everyone around
them. | am alwaus here to listen o and support
L,

INTERVIEWEL BY :

EAMEER BRAY(I1'A"),

PRAWOL SHRESTHA{11'H),
SAURYA BHAKTA SHRESTHA(TI'A")
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"Honored to teach,
inspired to guide."

o0

- BANDANA BASNET

Q.1 How does if feel io haove worked of 3XJ for over
fwaenly years?

It feals truly great | Feal wery honoured to
have bean part of this institution For so long.
Ewary day is a gifc It fesls fike one of my
greatast achievemeants to be so embedded in
the life of this school. | beleve | am one of the
prime individuals of this institute.

(3.2 Teaching ks challenging. What keeps your
energy alive every day?

It i demanding and challenging, mainly For
the atwdents of this era. But then, | feel every
individual cannof become a teacher, Mot
every profession can be handled fike a
teacher does, 5o, there has to be a special
power, there has to be a command, and there
has to be a self-motivation to come back to
the clase every dau. S0 1o me, what inspires
e iz that | do lots of research and reflection
before | come to the class that sparks my
eues, and motivates and, | Feel llke giving
something new to my stucents, minds.

FACES OF XAVIER'S

.3 Withouot any bias, which batch would you say has been
the most memorable for you and why?
There are lots, This is my twenty third batch working.

Every batch has its own specialiy. Your batch had
your own: the current batch has its own. But with a
change of time, | still remember those studernts n
white pants and blue shirts, That is a part | never can
forget. But when the uniform changed into these grey
pants and white shirts—=and a biue shirt for the
junlors=It became quite different, But | still remamber
the dadgs when even the girls wore white skirts with
blue shires, and the bous wore white pants with blos
shirts. That's the bast mamaory | still have in my ming.

{4 Having taught here for twenty two years, how have
studenis changed?

Okay, thats realiy challenging. To be with twenty two
batches of students at 3X) iz a miracle, Every batch
has its specialtu, as | have already mentionad, | can
never forget mu students, | still remember their
parsonality, thelr ways of learning, thelr wags  of
bakxngingness, and the connection they made wich me
5 50 specal

0.5 What are your wishes for the school as it approaches its
renienary?

The school iz approaching fts T5th wear | hope we
continue 1o advance with the value sistem brought
hare by the founding fathers, spréading it beyond the
campus May omy students beoa source of combort,
kindness, and hopa to evergons they mest,
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Q.6 How does it feel when your former students return as
successfil individuals?

Seaing our former students succeed as doctors,
anginaers, pilots, nurses, or antrepraneurs makes
bath parents and teachears axtremely proud. Theair
achiavameants keap me gaing and inspirea ma to return
to the classroom every single day to motivate owr
current students, Knowing that they are returming as
great individuals to contribute to our country is truly
wionderful, Ultimately, sseing them work and risa
together for our nation is what makes all our efforts
as educators worthwhile.

0.7 If you hawve to describe our school's unigue identity in
just three words, what would it be?

It i=s the best missionary convent school in Mepal, and
we should all be truly prowd of that, What sets us
apart iz how actively we inculcate core values into
our students' daily lives beyond academics. From our
management to our discipling, we focus on building a
specific, strong character in  every individual
Compared to other institutions across the country, as
a whole, we are extraordinarily different from the
re st

Q.E What iz the one value or 1-].l|.|:'il that has remalned
I.I.t'ltl'l.ﬂllg&ll all over these j'E-E.'I:'E'?‘

Having spent my prime lifetime at 5x), the unchangec
value is the feeling of family. This feeling hasn't
changed and will remain for a lifetime,

(3.9 What are your fondest memories of your students?

TThe best memory | reflect on is getting back the love
that | shared with my students back then. Even when
they send me a simple message asking how | am
doing, 1 feel like the happiest person. Knowing they
remember me and wish to visit when they return to
Neapal makes ma extraordinarily proud. | charish thasa
fondest mamaries avary day, and thaw will truly navar
ba fargotten throughout my life.
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Closing Remarks; Thank you to everyone, |
am sending you all mu love, Live for God,
lead for Mepal,
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LOOKING TO
IHE FUTURI

Today, ss we celebrale seventy Tve vears of 51 Xavier's, we stand at a heaabifol momsent in onr
history—a moment of gratitude for the past. celeheation of the present. and. above all, hope Tor
the Mulure. For sevenly fve vears, this instilution has been more Uhan a school, 18 has been a place
where minds have been enlighte ned, hears have been lormed. character has been shaped, and
lives have been inspired. Generations of Jesuits, leachers, stall, parents and students have
conlribumied to this remarkable jowrney. We are the beneficiaries of their saerifees, dreams and
tledication.

Bul sevenly-fve vears is nol a destination. 11 is a new heginning, The goestion belore us 15 ol
simply, “What has 51 Xavier's achieved”™ bot sather, “What Kind of 81, Xavier's do we wanl o
hecome in Lhe next tenty fve , Gy and seventy lve vears?™

The world our childven will inherit is changing rapidly. Artificial intelligence. technolozy, glohal
challenges, environmental concerns and changing human relationships will shape their fatore in
ways we cannol Tully prediel today. Therelore., our responsibilily s ool mercly o prepuare
students Lo suceeed in the world as it is. bul o prepare them Lo create the world as it ought Lo be.
Omr vision must be bo form voung people whao are intellecinally exeellent, emotionally mature,
spirilually srounded. socially responsible and courageous enowgh Lo stind for what is righl. As a
Jesuil school, we must conlinne Lo edocale nol only for excellence, but for service: nol only for
suceess, bul for significance; nol only for careers, hol for life, We mosl murfure voune peoplhe
who can ask dilficull guestions, think creatively, cmbrace diversity, care for the vulnerahle.
protect onr comman home and use their talents for the greater ood. Our future will demand
innovalion wilthout losing oonr identity, lechnobey withool losing our luouiiy., amd progress
without losing onr values. As we begin the next chapter, let us deeam bigger. work together amil
miowve forward with cowraze, Let us make 5L Xvier's a school where every child feels valoe:d,
every leacher feels inspired, and every studenl discovers ool only what they can hecome, bl
whom they can serve.

May the next sevenly lve vears be a journey from legacy o possibility, from tradition o
transformation, and from sneeess 1o service, Lel us look 1o the future with confidence. becanse
the best eliaplers of 5L Xavier's story may sU De wailing Lo Tee wrillen., Together, let us Daild a
8L Xavier's that docs not simply prepare students for the future=hul helps shape the fulure.

= Lo Fr Leo Alphonse Raj. 8.].
- AT , _ Principal
- T = g St Navier's School, Jawalakhel
) L4 B = .
| ' p |
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‘IHE JOURNEY (CONTINUES
— VISION FOR THE UPCOMING YEARS
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